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FOREWORD

Dr. M. Channa Reddy is 60 today, January 13, 1979. Owver the
past four decades. he played a decisive role in the life of the people of
the region from which he hails. The history of Andhra Pradesh will not
be complete without significant mention of the multi-dimensional contribution
of Dr. Reddy to its growth and development.

On the occasion of his “Shashtipoorthi® this Volume is brought
out by the Felicitations Committee as a token of appreciation of his
services to the people.

The Committee is grateful to all those who have written for this
Volume on wvarious facets of Dr. Reddy's life, struggles and achievements
bath in his private and public life.

Since his entry into public life and now, Dr. Reddy endeared himself
not only to the common masses as their champion but also to men of
letters as their patron and well-wisher; to cine and stage artistes as a
connoisseur of the arts; to Vaastu pandits and Yoga adherents as one
who developed insights into those sciences; and to the Civil Services as
one who understood their problems. In fact, people in every walk of life
find in him a true friend. In times of need, they lock to him for inspiration
and guidance. All these qualities of Dr. Reddy have found expression in
the "Appreciations” that have been presented in this Volume.

We are conscious that this tribute does not speak of all the qualities
of Dr. Reddy which have won for him friendships not only within the
State of Andhra Pradesh but throughout India. Perhaps volumes could be
written about him, his noble ideals. his devotion to public duty and his
disarming personal charm and friendship for everyone who comes in contact
with him. We leave it to his biographers to do that job.

The Committes is grateful to the B.N.K. Press, Madras, for the
excellent manner in which thay printed this Veolume in face of heavy odds
within the short time available.

The Committee also places on record its appreciation of the services
so0 voluntarily and cheerfully given to it by friends and well-wishers of
Dr. Reddy in making this venture a success.

SHASHTIPOORTHI
FELICITATIONS COMMITTEE
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Sarmiary 2, [UFY

Hlumine the moment of your birth by
proceeding on the path to immortality, Success
lies through actions in the form of Jana
Janardhana Seva. May you live long to attain yvour
cherished goal.

MAA ANAND MAI
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RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN
Mew  Deven 110004
I NDIA

November 30, 1978

I am glad to know that the friends and admirers
of Dr. M. Channa Reddy will be celebrating his
“Shashti Poorthi™ on January 13, 1979. For over
three decades, he has served his State and country
ably and steadfastly.

On this happy occasion, I send my warm felicitations
to Dr. Channa Reddy and wish him many more years

of fruitful public service.

N. SANJIVA REDDY

CSR Memorial Foundation
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YICE-PRESIDENT Miw DeLin
INDIA

Decemiber 5, 128

I learn that it is proposed to celebrate the
“Shashti Poorthi" of Dr. Channa Reddy. Chiefl
Minister of Andhra Pradesh, on January 13, 1979
and that an Abhinandana Sanchika will be presented
to him on the oceasion. | wish the celebrations all
success and Dr. Channa Reddy many more years
of fruitful service,

B. D. JATTI
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JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAM KabDani Kuax, Pat=a-3
Bivar, Tnois

November 19, 978

I am glad to learn that you are bringing out a
souvenir on the occasion of Dr. Channa Reddy's
**Shashti Poorthi”. 1 pray for his long and
healthy life and continued active participation in
the affairs of the nation,

I convey my sincerest good wishes and kind
regards.

JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN

CSR Memorial Foundation
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V. ¥. GIRI 58, Ging Roap
Manras-600 017

December [5, 978

| have known Dr. Channa Reddy for at least two
decades as Minister in Hyderabad and Andhra Pradesh
Governments and later, when 1 was President of India, as my
Minister for Steel & Mines. He has been a brilliant admini-
strator and has rendered great services in political, social and
cultural fields. | have also closely associated myself, as
President of India, in his work as Governor of Uttar Pradesh.
He was of great assistance to me in my work connected with
BIJNOR and the help rendered by him in clearing the forests
over there and settling retired soldiers’ familics and today,
thousands of retired military men’s families are settled in this
colony. There are nearly a thousand good tiled houses built
for them in this colony and Dr. Channa Reddy, as Governor,
helped substantially by making lakhs of rupees grants and
also the familics were given lands to cultivate. Ramganga
river has been channelised so that the whole area of thousands
of acres which contained tigers and reptiles, today is turned
into a big garden colony. With his assistance and of the
Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh and also of lrrigation
Ministers of the Government of India and Uttar Pradesh, the
colony produces huge quantities of wheat. Apart from it, a
college has been built for the children of these retired soldiers
and thousands of them are studying there.

Dr. Channa Reddy was always ready and helpful in
attending to these matters with great prompiness and the
people of Uttar Pradesh are grateful to him. No wonder
today he is the Chiel Minister of Andhra Pradesh and [
expect that he will be able to do constructive work for the
benefit of the masses over there. | am confident he will finish
his century and render further services to the motherland.

V. V. GIR]
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K. . ABRAHAM Far Baavax

GOVERNDOR Hyoeraman-500 041
ANDHREA PRADESH

December X0, 1978

Age and maturity are the two inscparable sides of the
same coin. But in a few exceptional cases maturity excels
age and is mellowed with wisdom—wisdom which provides a
decp insight into problems of humanity and the complexities
of life. This is what makes a man great and gives him the
ability to lead people along the path of light whatever be
the field.

Dr. M. Channa Reddy has carved for himself a niche
in the hearts of millions of Telugu-speaking people because
of his natural flair for leadership and his capacity to
organise. In my brief acquaintance with Dr. Channa Reddy,
I have been deeply impressed with his keenness, energy and
dynamic intellect, the way he is steering the State to greater
heights of prosperity shows that service has become his very
breath and pulse. His indomitable courage, spirit, dedication
and above all, his vision par excellence are sure to give the
State a proper direction and ensure its bright future.

On the auspicious occasion of his “Shashtipoorthi”
| extend to Dr. Channa Reddy and Smt. Channa Reddy my
cordial greetings and wish the celebrations all success. |
offer my sincerest prayers to the Almighty to give him long
life, ever-lasting energy and unbounded happiness and to
shower His Blessings on this occasion to enable him to
continue to serve the people for many years to come.

K. C. ABRAHAM
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GOVERNOR Hal Buavax
TAMIL NADL Manpas- 600022

November 235, [978

I offer my greetings to Dr. M. Channa Reddy
on the ceccasion of his Shashti Poorthi and wish

him many happy returns of the day.

PRABHUDAS B. PATWARI

BHAGWAT DAYAL SHARMA Ry BHAVAN

GOVERNOR B HUBANES WAR
ORISSA

Dpcemnber 22 1978

| am glad to know that Dr. M. Channa Reddy will
be felicitated on the occasion of his Shashtipoorthi on
January 13, 1979,

| send my greetings to Dr. Reddy for his good health,
happiness and long life in the service of the nation.

BHAGWAT DAYAL SHARMA
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LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR Cano Ra) Niwas
GOA, DAMAN AND DIU Paragt, Goa-403 004

November 29, 1978

| am happy to learn that Dr. M. Channa Reddy
Shashtipoorthi Felicitations Committee is bringing out
an “Abhinandana Sanchika™ on the occasion of the
6lst birthday of Dr. M. Channa Reddy, Chiel
Minister of Andhra Pradesh.

Dr. Reddy is a great patriot and distinguished
leader of modern India. Under his able and dynamic
leadership the State of Andhra Pradesh 15 forging
ahead in all fields - cconomic, political, social and
cultural.

The unprecedented devastating ¢yclone in the
State last year was a test of the Chief Minister's
ability to muster resources to rchabilitate the affected
people. The fact that the cyclone-hit Andhras are
now resettled is ample proof of his effective
stewardship.

On this auspicious occasion, | wish Dr. Channa
Reddy a long life with good health and personal
happiness.

COL. P. 8 GILL

CSR Memorial Foundation
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LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR Ral Mivas
POXDICHERRY PoxMCHERRY-G05 001

December ¥, 1978

I am very glad to learn that an *“ABHINANDANA
SANCHIKA™ is being brought out felicitating
Dr. M. Channa Reddy, on the occasion of his
Shashti Poorthi on January 13, 1979,

A brilliant scholar and a dynamic leader,
Dr. Reddy has rendered valuable services to the
country in various capacities. On his Shashti
Poorthi, 1 wish him many more years of health and

happiness.
I send my best wishes for the success of the
celebration.
BIDESH KULKARNI
£
B. B. LAL B Bravas
GOVERNOR OF SIKKIM GANGTOR

December 20, 1978

| have had the pleasure of knowing Dr. M. Channa
Reddy for a long time. He is a dynamic personality who
has played an imporiant part in the progress of the country
in the last several decades.

On the occasion of his 61st birthday, | wish him many,

many happy returns of the day and a long and fruitful
carcer in the service of the country.

B. B. LAL

CSR Memorial Foundation
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EARPDORI THAKUR PATHA
CHIEF MINISTER

December 21, 1978

| send my grectings and good wishes to Dr. M. Channa
Reddy, Chicl Minister, Andhra Pradesh on the oeccasion of
his Shashtipoorthi Mahotsava. May he live long, full of health
and vitality to serve the nation.

KARPOORI THAKUR

SHASHIEALA G, KAKODEAR SECRETARIAT

CHIEF MINISTER Pasan
GOA; DAMAN AND DIU

December 4, 1978

I am happy to receive invitation to attend the
“*Shashti Poorthi” celebrations of Dr. M. Channa Reddy on
January 13, 1979.

Due to various previous engagements il will not be
possible for me to attend the function. 1 am, however,
sending my felicitations for this significant day in the life of
your Chiel Minister. 1 wish him success.

SHASHIKALA G. KAKODEAR

CSR Memorial Foundation
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D. DEVARAJ URS VIDHANA SOUDHA
CHIEF MINISTER Bascavome- 560 001
EARMATAKA

December 16, 1978

I am happy to learn that the Shashti Poorthi
of Dr. M. Channa Reddy, the Chief Minister of
Andhra Pradesh, is being celebrated in a befitting
manner.

The celebration of Shashui Poorthi marks 2
memorable milestone in one’s life and in the case of
so illustrious a person as Dr. Channa Reddy, it
becomes an occasion for his friends and followers
nol only to bestow affection on him but emulate his
qualitics of head and heart which have endeared
him to one and all.

Dr. Channa Reddy has a meritorious record of
service to the state and the country in many
capacities and, as the Chiel Minister of Andhra
Pradesh, he has given the state a sense of purpose
and direction. His sterling ability and his passionate
attachment to the upliftment of the poor and
downtrodden will continue to be a source of great
inspiration.

On this happy occasion, | wish Dr. Channa
Reddy many, many happy returns of the day.

D. DEVARAJ URS

SR Memorial
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P. K. VASUDEVAN NAIR TRIVANDRUM
THIEF MINISTER, KERALA

December 12, 1978

I am extremely happy to learn that Dr, Channa Reddy
is to be felicitated on the occasion of his Shashti Poorthi
on January 13, 1979. Dr. Reddy's contribution
to the ecconomic development and welfare ol the people
of Andhra Pradesh is well known. He has dedicated
his long political life for bettering the lot of the

COmmon men.

On this occasion | send my good wishes 1o him
for a long and fruitful life in the service of the people of
Andhra Pradesh and the nation at large.

P. K. VASUDEYAN NAIR

CSR Memorial Foundatio
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CHIEF MINISTER Camp;  MaGruR

December 4, 1978

| am happy to know that you are organising
a function to felicitate Dr. M. Channa Reddy,
Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, on the occasion
of his Shashti Poorthi on January 13, 1979 and that
a souvenir containing articles by distinguished
persons on the hife and achievements of Dr. Reddy
i5 being brought out to mark the function.

Andhra Pradesh has been making headway in
all directions under the able and dynamic leader-
ship of Dr. Reddy. On this auspicious occasion,
| convey my hearty greetings and best wishes to
Dr. Reddy and wish him long, happy and
prosperous life.

5 G. PAWAR

SR Memorial
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Y. SHAIZA IMPHAL
CHIEF MINISTER
MANIPLUER

December M, 1978

| am happy to hear that Dr, M. Channa Reddy, Chief
Minister of Andhra Pradesh, will be felicitated on the oecasion
of his ‘Shashtipoorthi’ on Januvary 13, 1979,

As a matter of fact, Chief Minister of a State of the
stature of Dr. Reddy does not need a message in words
because his contribution during his 9 months and 4 days in
office as a Chief Minister should be the real visible message
for the people of the State and for his friends and well wishers.

In the present-day times, a Chief Minister should work
for eradicating poverty and evil of un-employment and bring
prosperity and equality of status among all citizens. | am
sure Dr. Reddy, who is known for his administrative compre-
hension, political carpentry has been working sincerely to
achieve this purpose. It is not necessary that one should
belong to the same political ideology. We all have one
ideology and philosophy, that is “SERVICE TO HUMANITY".

We all are functioning and trying to work for establishing
brotherhood and fellow feeling among all the citizens of India.
The day is not far off when India will be second to none

in the comity of Nations of the World under the service of
Janata and for Janata.

| wish Dr. M. Channa Reddy, Chief Minister, Andhra
Pradesh sweet health and good time in the service of the
people of his State.

Y. SHAIZA

CSR Memorial Foundati
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M. G. RAMACHANDRAMN Fort S1. GEORGE
CHIEF MINISTER M AR A S=000 (M
TARIL MNADL

Deceniler 23, 1978

| am glad to learn that Dr. M. Channa Reddy
will be felicitated on the occasion of his Shashti Poorthi on
January 13, 1979, It is but proper that an eminent son
of the Indian soil is being felietated on his 61st birth day.
His life has been one of ouwtstanding achievements and
valuable services to the Indian people and particularly to the
people of Andhra Pradesh. He had held many offices both
at the national level and at the State level with great
distinction, It is now part of history how Dr. Channa Reddy
organised the Students Congress movement in his early days
and discharged his duties as the General Secretary of Andhra
Maha Sabha and Andhra Pradesh Congress Committee. His
services as Minister for Agriculture and Food, Planning and
Rehabilitation is too well-known to be recounted. His
knowledge of problems of Indian agriculture is immense and
he had the distinction of having been the leader of Indian
delegation to the World Conference of Agriculturists held ar
Rome in 1953 and had the honour of having been the Deputy
Leader of the Indian Delegation to FAQ Conference held at
Rome in 1955, He had served his native state, Andhra
Pradesh, in the capacity of Minister and now is serving as its
Chiel Minister. His experience in the field of administration
has been varied and whatever post he held he had held it
with a distinet mark of his own. His achievements as Minister
for Sweel, Mines and Metals, Government of India, though of
short tenure, 15 still remembered. He had also rendered
excellent service as Governor of Uttar Pradesh for some time,
and now as Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, he is playing
a very noteworthy role not only in the politics of his state
but also at the national level as well.

| wish him good luck and Godspeed m all his
endeavours and also wish that he enjoys many more returns
of his happy birthday to serve the cause of the Indian people.

M. G. RAMACHANDRAN
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GODEY MURAHARI 25, TuGHLAK ROAD

DEPUTY SPEAKER NEw Devwi-110011
LOK SABHA

December |, 1978

| am glad to hear that Dr. M. Channa Reddy will be
felicitated on the occasion of his Shashti Poorthi on
January 13, 1979,

Dr. Channa Reddy has had a chequered carcer as a
freedom fighter and as a political leader in both the old
Hyderabad State and later in Andhra Pradesh. It is through
his tireless efforts and sacrifice that he has built up a large
following in that part of India. He has a personal involvement
with everything that he does and even those who are attached
to him have a personal link and therefore it is, that many
of those who follow him have kept to his leadership in all
vicissitudes.

As a Minister in Andhra and at the Centre, Dr. Channa
Reddy has left an indelible mark. Later, as Governor of Ulttar
Pradesh, he was able to build a rapport with all shades of
opinion in Uttar Pradesh. He has an added advantage of
being a prolific speaker in Urdu and Hindustani besides Telugu,
During his career as a Congress Leader and as Minister and
Governor, he has built up a large following all over India.

It must be said to the credit of Dr. Channa Reddy that
although he led separatist agitations in Telangana, he responded
to the call of a united Andhra Pradesh and today he heads
that State with credit.

It is, therefore, gratifying to note that Dr. Channa
Reddy will be completing sixty years of his chequered life and
will be launching on his next phase of life from January 13,
1979. 1 join with many of our countrymen to wish him
many more successful years of service to the MNation.

GODEY MURAHARI

CSR Memorial Foundation
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BAMARSI DAS ViDHaAN BHAVAN
SPEAKER, LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY Luessow
UTTAR PRADESH

December |2, 1978

[ am glad to know that Dr. M. Channa Reddy is
going to be felicitated on his ‘Shashtipoorthi® on January 13,

1979.
On this happy occasion, | convey my best wishes to him,
BANARSI DAS
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E. M. 5 NAMBOODRIPAD TrivENDRLM-
MEMEER

KERALA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Decermber 19, 1973

I take this opportunity 1o extend my greetings and
sincere good wishes to Dr. Channa Reddy on the occasion
of his Shashtipoorthi.

E. M. 5 NAMBOODRIPAD

&
RAMA YARMA Kaumiar PaLaCH
Ex - MAHARAIA OF TRAVANCORE TrRIVANDRLM
Devember 5, 1978

| am happy to learn that Dr. Channa Reddy, a
distinguished person presently the Chiel Minister of Andhra
Pradesh, will be felicitated on his SHASHTI POORTHI
on January 13, 1979. Owing to other pressing engagements,
I am unable to attend the function personally, |1 shall,
therefore, be content by sending him my hearty greetings on
the occasion and wish him long life and many more vears of
SETVICE 10 OUr country.

RAMA YARMA
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www.CSRMemorialFoundation.org



5. RAMASSAMY PoNDICHERRY
Ex - CHIEF MINISTER

Devermber 19, 1978

I am extremely happy to note that Dr. Channa Reddy’s
*Shashti Poorthi® will be celebrated on January 13, 1979,
Dr. Channa Reddy has served the people in various capacities.
Althrough, his love and service to the people was supreme.

His miraculous escape from Air crash on December 17,
1978 has proved that he will live to serve the people for

many more years to come. Long live Dr. Channa Reddy.

5. RAMASSAMY

C. K. DAPHTARY A-8, MAHARANI BacH
NEw Devi-110 014

Novernber 25, 1978

| am happy that the Shashti Poorthi of Dr. Channa
Reddy will be celebrated on January 13, 1979,

| convey to him my felicitations and good wishes on
the occasion.

C. K. DAFHTARY

CSR Memorial Foundation
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ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE

K. C. PANT, M.P. 3. Raisia Roan
GENERAL SECRETARY NEW DELHI-1
Lecermher {2, [V78

| am very happy to know that a function i1s being
organised to felicitate Dr. M. Channa Reddy on his ‘Shashui-
poorthi’ on January 13, 1979,

I have known Dr, Reddy for many vears and have seen
him in many roles—as Central Minister, as leader of the
Telangana Movement, as Governor of U.P. and now as
Chiel Minister of Andhra Pradesh, He s a man with a
dynamic personality and drive and great organising capacity.
| had prolonged and delicate negotiations with him during the
Telangana agitation and was greatly impressed not only by the
firm grip he had over the situation, but also by the fact that
once he had given his word, he stuck to it, even in the most
difficult circumstances. | hope, the Souvenir to be brought
out on this auspicious occasion will succeed in highlighting
his services to the nation,

I wish the function all sucoess,

K. C. PANT
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C. V. NARASIMHAN CAMP: MADRAS
United Nations
New York N.Y. /o007

December &, 978

I am delighted to learn that a group of friends and
admirers have organised a Committee to felicitate Dr. Channa
Reddy on the occasion of his Shashti Poorthi.

Having been an admirer of Dr. Channa Reddy during
the decades he has spent in public life, 1 have great pleasure
in congratulating him on this happy occasion. In spite of his
busy public life in the political arena, he has managed to
find time for his social work and cultural activities. He
approximates very closely to the ideal of a ‘philosopher-king’,
a political leader, who does not go by the immediate exigencies
of political life but has a philosophy and a code of conduct
to guide his political activities as well as his personal life.

On this happy occasion, | salute Dr. Channa Reddy
through this brief message and extend to him my warmest
blessings and good wishes. 1 hope Dr. Channa Reddy will
continue his great contribution to the political, social and
cultural life, not only of Andhra Pradesh but of all India, for
many decades to come,

C. ¥. NARASIMHAN
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AHMAD SAID KHAN RarAT MANZIL, MARRES ROAD
HAWABR OF CHATTARI ALIGARH

November 26, 1978

I am very happy to learn about the felicitation to
Dr. Channa Reddy on his “Shashti Poorthi” on January 13,
1979,

| had the privilege of knowing Dr. M, Channa Reddy
for a long long time. | have known him as a minister in
the Central Government, as Governor of Uttar Pradesh and
now as a Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh. He has been
endowed with great qualities of head and heart. He has
very happy combination of being a great statesman and also
a firm and strong administrator. He is wise and generous
and he thinks of no evil. | think Andhra Pradesh is very
lucky to have a gentleman of his quality as head of the
administration. 1 wish him a long life with health, happiness
and success.

AHMAD SAID KHAN

CSR Memorial Foundation
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T. SADASIVAM 4, Tank Roan
M UNEOAMBAEEAM
A oA - 000

December 8, 1978

My association with Dr. Channa Reddy started in the
year 1959 when | accompanied Poojya Rajaji to Hyderabad,
And much later, when my wife Subbulakshmi and | were in
Lucknow, we discovered that Poojya Ma Anandamayce was
yet another tie that bound us to Dr. Channa Reddy. And on
January 13, 1979, when he will turn Sixty, Dr. Channa Reddy
could feel truly blessed in the thought that the Sage of Kanchi.
i his 85th year, is now on Pada Yatra in the State of Andhra.

Dr. Channa Reddy is a lover of music and a great
lover of our art and culture. His life is truly anchored to
our great heritage and he is soaked in the essence of our
sacred scriptures. 1 feel that it may be the Will of the Lord
of Tirumala to make Dr. Channa Reddy the instrument for
the fulfilment of the mission of His Holiness the Sage of
Kanchi, to preserve our great Vedas, to promote the study
of the Vedas and to support and sustain the few, but great,
vedic scholars scattered all over our sacred land of Bharat.

Subbulakshmi and | convey our affectionate regards to
Dr. Channa Reddy on the occasion of his Shashti Poorthi
and pray that by the eternal grace of the Lord of Tirupati
and the abiding blessings of the Sage of Kanchi, of Poojya
Ma Anandamayce and of Bhagawan Baba, he lives the full
span of one hundred years useful life in perfect health and
happiness.

T. SADASIVAM

CSR Memorial Foundation
www.CSRMemorialFoundation.org



CHANDRA BHAML GUPTA MEEvARLTIR

ParpaRTEA
Luck»ow

December 4, 1978

I am happy to know that Dr, M., Channa Reddy will
be felicitated on January 13, 1979, on the occasion of his
Shashti Poorthi,

| came in contact with Dr. Reddy during 1950-51.
Although | did not share his views in many respects vis-a-vis
the creation of a separate Telangana State since | was very
much opposed 1o the formaton of many small states, | found
Dr. M. Channa Reddy a most daring and impressive
persomality, 1t was unfortunate that when he was elected to
the Rajya Sabha and became a Cabinet Minister, he had to
leave that office due to an election petition that was filed
agamst him and which he lost. When he came as the
Governor of this State, 1 found him very quick in the disposal
of matters which came before him. He is most dvnamic and
his approach in almost all matters is pragmatic.

| wish him a long life and successful career.

C. B. GUPTA

SR Memorial

www.CSRMemorialFou ion.org



SWAMI CHINMAYANAMDA 1335
Bok aro SteeL Ciry

November 21, 1978

Hindwism insists upon, as its ideal, dynamic goodness
and almost condemns passive goodness, When passive nobility
clashes with dynamic evil it is always the dynamic evil that
succeeds. The Rakshasas represent dynamic evil and the
Rishis performing Yagnas in Ramayana represent passive
goodness. And we know that the Rishis had to run from
pillar to post and at every place the goondas disturbed
them mercilessly. It is then that Vishwamitra borrows an
eight year old son of Dasaratha to stand as a guard at the
gate of the Yagnashala, Where Rama stands as guard the
Rakshasas retreat.  When dynamic evil, Ravana, meets dynamic
goodness, Rama —good alone wins, never the evil: Satvameva
Jayate Na Anntam.

Dr. Channa Reddy has always struck me as one who
is dynamically good. Amidst passive people he may seem to
be a devastating storm, an inconvenient wind. But a nation
on the stride has to come out of its passivity and in this
process when our executives are not sufficiently dynamic in
their actions, however greal our aspirations may be, however
noble our programmes may be, they never get fulfilled in time.

On this gracious occasion of the 61st birthday of
Dr. Reddy, 1 heartily congratulate him and with great
expectations | will look forward to an era of quick progress
in the state.

SWAMI CHINMAYANANDA

CSR Memorial Foundation
www.CSRMemorialFoundation.org



DR. B. GOPALA REDDY "BUDARSANA MAHAL
MELLORE

December 4, 1078

| send my hearty felicitations and good wishes to the
Chief Minister Dr. M. Channa Reddy on the happy occasion
of his Shashti Poorthi. During the course of his political
career, both as a leader of the people and as a minister, he
became conversant with the problems of the people and more
specially with the agriculturists, There are many personal
followers of Dr. Channa Reddy in the Telangana districts,

Dr. Reddy is known for his dynamism and mass
leadership. He is a fluent speaker in Telugu, English and
Urdu and carries the audience with him. Though he
experienced some setbacks in his career, Dr. Reddy always
turned them, by his determination and courage, as stepping
stones for his further carcer. He became a Cabinet minister
in the Centre and then Governor of Uttar Pradesh. But he
did not continue as Governor for the full term as he was
anxious to be in active politics of his State. After the general
elections in the State in March 1978, Dr. Reddy became the
obvious choice for the chiel ministership.

Dr. Reddy 1s deeply religious and 15 active n
politics, though he was a medical man by training. Thus. he
combined in his personality science, religion and politics. He
can be hiery and peaceful. He can be an administrator and an
agitator. To sum up, Dr. Channa Reddy has all the qualities
of leadership.

I wish him every success in service of the people.

B. GOPALA REDDY

CSR Memorial Foundation

www.CSRMemorialFoundation.org



K. BRAHMANANDA REDDY 11, FEROZESHAH ROAD,

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT New Devnr- 110 001
(LOK SABHA)

December , 1978

‘Shashti Poorthi” is an event in one’s life. It is
fitting that Dr. Channa Reddy should be felicitated on
completion of sixty years of eventful life,

As an associate in public life and colleague in
the Ministry, I know him for over two decades. He is
dynamic and industrious, though abrasive at times,
He was with me and against me; either way he

is formidable.

As older to him, | bless him with success, health

and vigour in future activities.

K. BRAHMANANDA REDDY

CSR Memorial Foundation
www.CSRMemorialFoundation.org



CHANDRA SHEKHAR 3, SoutH AveNUE Lane
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT New Dernr-110 011
(LOK SABHA)

December [, 978

It 15 with pleasure that | send a message of greetings
on the auspicious occasion of the 6lst birthday of
Dr. M. Channa Reddy.

Sixly years is a period that gives us a clear perceptive
of the thoughts, aspirations and achievements of an individual
in relation to society and the nation. We have many reasons
to be grateful to Dr. Channa Reddy for his selfless dedication
and qualities of leadership.

| know that all will join me in wishing him many
more years of inspiring service.

CHANDRA SHEKHAR

SR Memorial

www.CSRMemorialFoundation.org



S. K. PATIL SHANT! KUTEER
MARINE DRIVE
Bospay-400 020

December 20, 1978

| have known Dr. Channa Reddy for almost a quarter
of a century. From his very early age he has dedicated
himself to the freedom of the country. He has played a
very important part in the freedom struggle of erstwhile
Hyderabad State. He has filled many important administrative
posts with ability and distinction. He is a simple man, very
well educated and with charming manners. | was very happy
when he became the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh. He
has quite a long life before him to serve his people parti-
cularly Andhra Pradesh. I am sure he will make a mark in
the democratic life of this great land of ours.

5. K. PATIL

SR Memorial

www.CSRMemorial .Org



DR. HARE KRISHNA MEHTARB BHUBANESWAR

Dacemiber & 1074

I have known Dr. M. Channa Reddy lor the last many
vears, Apart from his politics, he has convinced the public
that be 15 4 man of strong conviction. He has always stood
for the neglected masses and regions.  His life 15 a life of
siruggle which he has lived patiently and cheerfully,

Completion of 60 years was a great event in Indian
life some vears back. But now the situation 15 changed.
Sixty years s now the age of a youth, In fact 1 look upon
Dr. M. Channa Reddy as a youth since 1 am now 30 and
am still active. However, “Shashti Poorthi™ is a great event
m one’s life and it 1s observed with all solemnity by the
members of one’s*family. Dr. Channa Reddy’s “Tamily™ is
very large. In fact not only the province where he works
but outside (o0 he has extended his relationship. Naturally,
therefore, his **Shashti Poorthi” should be observed in all
solemnity. Along with others, | offer prayers to Almighty for
his long useful life in the interests of the common people.

HARE KRISHNA MEHTAB

CSR Memorial Foundation
www.CSRMemorialFoundation.org



C. SUBRAMANIAM 26, TUGHLAK CRESCENT

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT MNew Ders-110011
LOK SABHA)

December 21, 1978

[ am glad to learn that Shashtipoorthi of Dr. Channa
Reddy is being celebrated on January 13, 1979, | have
known Dr. Channa Reddy since the Constituent Assembly
days. He has steadily risen in public life due to his devotion
to public causes and service to the country. He is now
occupving a key position as the Chief Minister of Andhra
Pradesh. 1 am sure, under his leadership the Andhra
Pradesh will march forward on all fronts; economic, social
and political. 1, along with his numerous admirers and well
wishers, wish him many more years of useful service to the
nation.

C. SUBRAMANIAM

SR Memorial

www.CSEMemorial ' LOrg



M. BHAKTAVATSALAM ‘MaLLIKA",
45, Warrey Roan,
Mapras-4

December 13, 1978

I am glad to hear that Dr. M. Channa Reddy will be
felicitated on the occasion of his ‘Shashtipoorthi’ on January 13,
1979. 1 have known Dr. Reddy for many yvears, 1 had occasion
to move with him closely when he was Minister for Agriculture
in Andhra Pradesh. Dr. Reddy comes from a distinguished
family in Telangana. He has travelled abroad and has
specialised in problems of agriculture and is quite competent
to deal with rural problems. He is just the man wanted for
Andhra Pradesh and it is a matter for gratification that he
is guiding the destiny of Andhras as their Chief Minister. He
is dynamic and resourceful. He has valuable experience as a
Cabinet Minister in the Central Government and as Governor
of Uttar Pradesh. He is eminently fitted to organise the
farmers in the country and take them on their onward march,
Dr. Reddy has immense faith in the potentialities of the Indian
National Congress. | have no doubt that his stewardship of
the Andhra Pradesh will be marked by phenomenal success.
| offer to him my warmest felicitations and best wishes.

M. BHAKTAVATSALAM

SR Memorial

www.CSEMemorialFou: .Org



M. KARUNANIDHI GOPALAPURAM

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION M A RAS-E00 (RS
TAMIL NADU LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
PRESIDENT, DMK,

Decentber 7, 1978

When we turn the pages of Indian history, we find that
Just as the mighty kings of Vijayanagaram stood as the solo
custodians of the culture and civilisation of the vast area
south of Vindhyas, many of the valiant and praiseworthy
leaders of Andhra relentlessly strived hard for the preservation

of the culture and political awakening in the then composite
State of Madras.

I have realised on many an occasion that Dr. Channa
Reddy, the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, like the
traditional leaders of Andhra, has been evincing much interest
in the welfare and wellbeing of both Tamils and Andhras,

Dr. Channa Reddy s quite familiar with the rights and
sentiments of the Tamil people and 1 do hope that his
continued help and cooperation Lo the just cause of the Tamils
will always be there.

On the happy occasion of the Shashti Poorthi of such
an exhalted leader like Dr. Channa Reddy, | sincerely wish
him long life, health and courage to continue his noble and
patriotic services to the nation in general and the South
in particular,

M. KARUNANIDHI

CSR Memorial Foundation
www.CSRMemorialFoundation.org



HIS HOLINESS K ANCHEEPURAM
SRI EANCHI KAMAKOTI PEETADHIPATHI
JAGADGURU SRI SANEARACHARYA

December 3, 1978

There is a saying that service to people is service to God.
It is a pleasure to see Dr. M. Channa Reddy following this

motto in his variegated public life right from the beginning.

As a humble worker, as a politician and as an administrator

for over forty years of his public life, Dr. Reddy has had

ample opportunities of rendering dedicated service to the people
not only of his home state but to the people of the country

as a whole. Ewven now, at the age of sixty, he is continuing

to do the same service with deep-seated devotion and earnestness
of purpose, keeping in view the high moral, cultural and
spiritual values which he cherishes the most,

On the auspicious occasion of his Shashti Poorthi, His
Holiness confers his blessings on Dr. Channa Reddy for many
many more years of such useful service based on Hindu Dharma
and Culture. May the Divine Grace of Goddess Kamakshi
and Maha Tripurasundari and Lord Chandramowleeswara be
always with him !

SR Memorial

www.CSRMemorialFoun ion.org
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SRI SWAMI OMEAR Torararrs Hies
East GonAvaR! DisTRICT
November 29, 1978

On the happy occasion of ‘SHASTIPOORTHI' of our
dear ideal and devoted Chief Minister, Dr. M. Channa Reddy,
all the members of Ashram and the Gurukul children send
their prayers for the health and peace of Dr. Reddy, his wife
Savitri Devi and their children.

Santi Ashram will be celebrating the occasion with
prayers to invoke the choicest blessings on Dr. Reddy’s
family.

SWAMI OMEAR

CSR Memorial Foundation
I

www.CSEMemorialFoundatio



GAURHARI SINGHANIA KANPUR

December I8, 1978

It is indeed a happy news that Dr. M. Channa Reddy will complete
60 years of his fruitful life on January 13, 1979 and on this happy occasion
[ felicitate him.

| am perhaps one of his many good friends, who have the privilege
both of close association with him and of sharing his confidence. Many in
this part of India, who have viewed him as Governor of Uttar Pradesh, might
have found him a ruthlessly efficient head of the State, who not only did
things himself as his good conscience permitted him but also made others do
things as they might do solely in the interests of the welfare of the people of
this State. From my privileged place of close friendship with lum, | not only
saw him as many had seen him as one of the most efficient administrators
of the Government in Uttar Pradesh from atop but also experienced the touch
of tremendous humanism in whatever he did. He belonged both to the
Occident as well as to the Orient. His deep faith in Ramayana and
Mahabharata and the heroes thereof, Shri Rama and Shri Krishna, his apph-
cation of the trite sayings of the Upanishads to everyday life of modern
India and his abiding belief that the “Vedas™ contained the guintessence of
whatever could be expounded by humans as knowledge and truth, made him
comfortable and happy in any society and in his eyes, Jews, Christians,
Muslims, Parseces and others were all *Hindus' following human ways of life
under different garbs. Because he was a man of integrity with a cosmopolitan
approach to human life, he showed that 1dleness and inefficiency anywhere
and everywhere must be eschewed. These qualities of his are well known to
his intimate friends who still amuse themselves, when some people choose to
call him a ‘ruthless administrator’. God's hand could be seen working
unobtrusively whenever he had been put to difficulties by men’s hands. To
prove this single aspect of his faith, he had lived through ups and downs in
his political life. There will not be a person who will ever wish ill of him
on this occasion of his “Shashtipoorthi®.

I, as a close friend of Dr. Channa Reddy, sharing his humility, will
always pray “Oh God! bestow on him ‘Poorna Purusha Ayush’ so that he
may be of service to the mankind through your benediction™.

GAURHARI SINGHANIA

CSR Memorial Foundation
www.CSRMemorialFoundation.org



HARIDEY JOSHI AJMER ROAD
JAIPUR

December 20, 1978

It 1s indeed a matter of great satisfaction to learn that
the people of Andhra Pradesh propose to celebrate the
Shashtipoorthi of their acknowledged leader and Chief Minister,
Dr. Channa Reddy.

It has been my personal privilege to have known
Dr. Reddy very intimately since his tenure as a Central
Minister. | have been a keen observer of the administrative
skill and the quality of leadership of Dr. Reddy and have
been immensely impressed.

It is but natural that we all should wish a long
purposeful life for a person like Dr. Reddy who has made
service to Society his mission of life. [ join the people of
Andhra Pradesh in felicitating Dr. Reddy on Shashtipoorthi
occasion.

HARIDEY JOSHI

SR Memorial Founc

www.CSRMemorialFoundation.org



PROF. T. M. P. MAHADEVAN 13, FirsT CROSS-ROAD
VENKATESAPURAM

AYANAVARAM

Manras-600 023

December 21, 1978

*l believe mn Advaita, | believe in the essential unity
of man and for that matter all that lives”, (Young India
December dth 1924) It was from this profound intuition of
the Truth that the Mahatma was able to practise love,
forgiveness and non-violence with such conviction and
effectivencss. It was not only conviction and devotion which
made the acts of that Great Soul so powerful, it was the
Truth which found in him a transparent instrument. So
selfless was he that the power of justice and righteousness just
flowed through him watering this parched land with the
refreshing rains of freedom. But, as we all know, this free-
dom did not come to us without great sacrifices and
suffering. The Mahatma was the first to suffer and bear
the immense sacrifice which was needed, but he was not
alone, If he achieved what he did it was also because of the
association with him of such heroic and dedicated people as
Dr. M. Channa Reddy whose Shashti-abda-poorti is being
celcbrated.

May the Great Consolidator of Advaita, the Advaita
Mahatma Gandhi followed so diligently, viz., Adi Sankara
shower his Grace on the respected Sri Reddy and bless his
new period of life with continued success in the wonderful
work he 15 doing.

T. M. P. MAHADEVAN

CSR Memorial Foundation

www.CSRMemorialFoundation.org



RAJ BAHADUR M-33, PANCHASHILA PARK

Mew Decw-110 017
December 21, 1978

I take this opportunity to offer my sincere greetings
and best wishes to Dr. Reddy for his long life full of success
and achievements in the service of our motherland.

I have had the privilege of knowing Dr. M. Channa
Reddy for over 30 years. 1 believe both he and 1 belong to
that circle of friends and comrades who came to be associated
at one time or the other with the late Shri Rafi Ahmad
Kidwai and have ever since been called in a lighter and
affectionate vein as “Raffians”. We have seen and
experienced, a little from close quarters, the great human
qualities, dignity and charm with which Rafi Saheb was
endowed—his deep love for his country, his spirit of selfless
services to his fellow countrymen, his unfailing readiness to
suffer and sacrifice for his friends and for the causes that he
espoused or held dear and that total absence of egoism,
arrogance and selfishness that marked him out as a prince
amongst patriots and a paragon of virtues and human
qualities. I trust Dr. Channa Reddy has undoutedly imbibed
the irresistible influence that Rafi Saheb cast on his friends
and followers and has surely ingrained many of the qualities
and virtues that exuded from that great man.

It stirs up mixed feelings in my mind to realise that
even a young man of yesterday like Dr. Channa Reddy has
already completed 60 years and can no longer be called
“Young'. But that is the inexorable way of life: and so
we pray to God Almighty that he may grant Dr. Reddy a
long life full of health and vigour and may Dr, Reddy
continue to serve our great country, truly selflessly and
effectively for many many years to come.

RAJ BAHADUR

CSR Memorial Foundation
www. CSEMemorialFoundation



UMASHANKAR DIESHIT I, HazRAT MAHAL ROAD
CANTONMENT, LUCKNOW

December 27, 1978

I came into contact with Dr. Channa Reddy about 10 years
ago when he was Finance Minister of Andhra Pradesh, though
I had heard of his promise and potential carlier also. Since
that first meeting, our acquaintance gradually but steadily
developed into personal friendship and political comradeship
which has stood the test of time. Dr. Reddy has courage of his
convictions. He is deeply devoted to the cause of the all-round
and full socio-cconomic development of Andhra Pradesh. He is
as keen for securing the progress of Telangana (for which he
took bold initiatives and risked misunderstanding) as for the
other regions of the State, namely, Rayalascema and the coastal
districts. Where he enters into a public commitment, he finds
it most difficult to compromise his stand. Indeed, as far as
| know, he has hardly ever done so. He possesses the qualities
of leadership. He is an experienced and efficient administrator.
He has the drive which enables him to deliver the goods,

If Dr. Channa Reddy can preserve and promote the
good will of the various political, social and economic groups,
castes and classcs and their changing spokesmen, which |
believe he has already secured in full measure, then 1 have no
doubt whatsoever that his regime will be characterized by such
comprehensive and enduring development commensurate with
the genius of the talented people of Andhra Pradesh, giving
him a memorable place in the history of India.

UMASHANKAR DIKSHIT

CSR Memorial Foundation
www.CSRMemorialFoundation.org



BABUBHAI J. PATEL SACHIVALAYA
CHIEF MINISTER GANDHINAGAR - 382 010

December 26, 1978

I am happy to learn that Dr. M, Channa Reddy’s
Shashtipoorthi will be celebrated and a Souvenir is being
published on the occasion.

Dr. Reddy started his public life during his young age when
he founded the Andhra Yuvajana Samiti and Students Congress.
He was Mimister for Agriculture in Hyderabad State and was
leader of the Indian delegation to world conference of
Agriculturists at Rome in 1953 and was Deputy Leader of the
Indian Delegation to F, A. O. Conference at Rome in 1955. He
was Cabinet Minister in Andhra Pradesh and was Union
Minister for Steel, Mines and Metals, He later became
Governor of Uttar Pradesh and is now the Chief Minister of
Andhra Pradesh. Dr. Reddy has thus served the State and the
Country in various capacities and 1 wish him a long and healthy
life in the service of the country.

BABUBHAI J. PATEL

" T s
CSR Memorial Foundation
www.CSRMemorialFoundation.org



MOHAN DHARIA New Deuni- 110 011

MINISTER OF COMMERCE
CIVIL SUPPLIES & CO-OFERATIOMN
INDHA

December 23, 1978

I am very happy to know that Dr. M. Channa Reddy
is completing Sixty years, and a commemoration volume is
being brought out on this occasion,

Traditionally, sixty is the age when an individual is free
from his personal and family responsibilitics and with his
maturity and experience can devote himself entirely to social
welfare work. A healthy man of sixty is, therefore, a social
asset, and in a personality hke Dr. Channa Reddy, i1t 15 a very
valuable social asset.

I take this opportunity to wish Dr. Channa Reddy good

health and long life.
MOHAN DHARIA

RAVINDRA VARMA NEw DELHI= 110001

MINISTER OF
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS AND LABOUR
INIHA

Dycember 23, 1978

I am glad to know that the Shashiipoorthi of
Dr. Channa Reddy will be celebrated on the
13th Januvary, 1979,

| pray God to give him good health and long
life so that he may continue to serve the people
of our country with distinction.

RAVINDEA VARMA

SR Memorial
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K. SAI EUMAR SECUNDERABAD - 50000

Jomuary 3, 1979

Any amount of praise is less 1o describe the dynamic
personality of Dr. M, Channa Reddy, Chief Minister of
Andhra Pradesh, who is the patriotic leader of the masses and
a great devotee of God.

I hope, with his vast experience, he will lead the citizens
of Andhra Pradesh to a better and higher state of living.

May the Lord bestow on him extra strength and vigour
to serve our holy nation,

My sincere prayers unto Lord Shirdi Sai Baba to shower
His choicest blessings upon Dr. Channa Reddy and
Smt. Savitri Reddy for their highest welfare.

K. SAI KUMAR
(Shirdi Sai Pada Bhakta)

SR Memorial Foundation
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DE. RAJAH CrETTINAD House
SIR MUTHIAH CHETTIAR BasaH ANNAMALMPURAM
0OF CHETTINAD M ADRAS-600 028

Decenthgor 23, 1978

| am very happy that my good friend, Dr. Channa Reddy, is
completing 60 vears on Januvary 13, 1979,

Dr. Channa Reddy took to medical education obtaining M.B.B.S. Degree
and worked for sometime for public goed in free dispensaries which he
opened in Hyderabad. Even as a student, he was trained fully and was
attracted by virtuous living as laid down in our lthihasas, Puranas like
Ramayana and Mahabharatha which knowledge even now he is exhibiting as
a religious person. He is a great Bhaktha of Sankaracharyva. He is upholding
the culture of our ancient India with service to our country without distinction
of caste, creed or community.  He fought hard the Nizam's regime and the
Razakar movement till Hyderabad was merged with the Union of India.

Dr. Channa Reddy was chosen to represent Hyderabad in the Provincial
Parliament and caught the eyes and hearts of senior politicians like
shn Jawaharlal Nehru.

In the first general elections, he was elected to the Hyderabad State
Legislature and served the State as Foed and Agriculture Mimister at a very
hard time when there was food scarcity.

He worked hard in the internal conflicts between Telangana and
Andhra and remained outside government from 1957 to 1962, After the 1962
elections, he rejoined the State Cabinet. However, he was soon called upon
by Srimathi Indira Gandhi to join her Government at the Centre as cabinet
munister in charge of Steel and Mines. He had to resign his ministership
in 1968 owing to the judgment of Andhra Pradesh High Court.

In 1974, Dr. Reddy became Governor of Uttar Pradesh, the largest
State in India, m deference to the wishes of Srimathi Indira Gandhi, the then
Prime Minister. His services as Governor of the state are too well-known.

He relinquished his governorship in October 1977 to re-enter active
politics.  After the Assembly clections in 1978, he became the Chiel Minister
of Andhra Pradesh, Wherever he was and whatever posts he held, he has
always been working for the others’ cause without any animous against any
party or person. He always keeps politics apart from his personal friendship
and 15 of amiable disposition.

I wish him many more years of active political life for the benefit of
the country.
M. A, MUTHIAH CHETTIAR
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DR. B. M. SINHA 9, A.P. Sex Roap
Lueknow-226 01

December 24, 1978

It was sometime in [940-41 when [ visited Hyderabad
and met my esteemed friend the late Dr. Bahadur Khan, the
then Professor of Surgery in the Osmania Medical College,
in his office, where 1 first saw a voung medical student
coming in to talk to his Professor. When he lefi. Prof. Khan
told me in his good humour that this medico was Channa
Reddy and mentioned that he was an intelligent student
who took part in various extra-curricular activities, m all
games and sports, and was a good organiser.

Later on, | learnt from my friends and colleagues
from Hyderabad that Dr. M. Channa Reddy had taken to
medical practice and was keenly alive to the political
currents in the country. Dr. Channa Reddy hailed from
Telangana under the MNizam’s regime, which was considered
backward educationally, socially and economically. Dr. Reddy
had successfully finished his education with a brilliant academic
carcer winning many scholarships and prizes. He passed
his MBBS in 1941 at the age of 22 years, and had a bright
future in the medical profession. In those prospective days
he entered the political field and extended his services to
the educational, social and political spheres. He was an
active journilist in his early political carcer and later on
became an MLA, state minister, central minister and then
the Governor of Uttar Pradesh and now decorates the chair
of the chief minister of Andhra Pradesh, with a good
reputation of an administrator and a statesman.

I came in closer contact with him, during his term of
office as Governor of Uttar Pradesh and as Chancellor of
our State Universitics. [ found him a non-conformist inas-
much as he did not contribute to any partisan chauvanism
or obscurantism,

In university affairs, there was often a flare in his
academics, which he put forward, sometimes with vehemence;



but he always listened to and discussed different views before
taking a final decision. He realised the intricacies of the
problems of education in general, and medical education in
particular, in U.P. and took studied action in upholding not
only the standards of education but also the dignity and the
autonomy of the universities.

He had some purposcful ideas in relation to medical
education and often discussed with us the strategy of the
fullest cooperation amongst the teachers and the other
members of the medical profession and the public in the
implementation of the rural health delivery programme. He
visited different areas in the State with the medical teams.
His keen interest in public health was a stimulant to the
medical men as well as to the adminmistrators.

As Governor of U.P.,, Dr. Channa Reddy was the
President of the Indian Red Cross Socicty, U.P. Branch. He
energised it and nitiated various schemes to improve the
linancial and the organisational positions, and expanded the
services of the Red Cross to every district of U.P. This has
been a landmark in the U.P. Red Cross Society,

Some of his other activities involved active thinking on
various civic and social affairs.  He thought of the proper
management of various religious institutions in the State. He
had his own suggestions for the improvement of the
management of the very many temples in U.P. | wish this
scheme had taken proper shape.

Perhaps many people do not know that Dr. Reddy is
a man of religion, an example of moral and spiritual
traming which characterises his individuality. He believes in
discipline and devotion and is dedicated to the concept of
secularism-—that 15 no neglect or indifference to any faith,
but respect for all, to uphold the dignity of mankind in
keeping with the basic tenets of civilisation, and the cultural
heritage of India, in the philosophy of toleration and
compassion.  As such Dr. Reddy contributed for the remowval
of mequality—economic, social and religious. 1 believe that
the approach to religion has the metaphysical, logical,
spiritual and psychological aspects, which is progressive and
emergent and 1 found Dr. Reddy an ardent follower of these
values.

| remember having had his kind invitation to the
Maha Kumbh Mela at Pravag during his stay in U.P,
and it was gratifying to see the relevance of his practice
and sentiments on this occasion.
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The Osmania Medical College Golden Jubilee
Celebrations held on June 2, 1978, which 1 had the privilege
of attending, showed the patience and the toleration of the
Chief Minister Dr. M. Channa Reddy, who kept on watching
the demonstrations of the college students throughout the
programme till his chance of addressing the assembly came.

He gave such a befitting and sagacious reply that the entire
student body became disciplined and repentent about their
behaviour. 1t was a real tactful handling by the chief minister.

The impact of Western thoughts, the essential
international contact, and the renaissance in the literatures of
Indian languages, demand that we should learn as many
languages as possible to appreciate the soul of India, No
wonder Dr. Channa Reddy expresses himsell in different
languages and appreciates the national requirements of
linguistic communication in independent India.

I see in Dr. M. Channa Reddy a gentleman of
erudition with aesthetic and ethical values, courtesy and
consideration for every one from different strata of society.

I may mention here that on the Independence Day and the
Republic Day parties given by the Governor, he used to go
round and meet every invitee who relished this gesture of the
Head of the State and felt as a welcome guest.

Dr. Reddy has a happy home and his gracious wife acts as
a hostess on various occasions justifying the maxim “*The glory
of the House is hospitality, the Crown of the House is
Godliness™.

Greatness 1s the product of ability and opportunity;
and for a person like Dr. Channa Reddy who has a rich,
rewarding, multifacet career, I convey my sincere good wishes
on his 6l1st birthday and pray that he may have the bounty
of the Almighty to serve the people of this country and
make his significant contributions in the very many years to
come, with courage and conviction.

I congratulate the organisors of Dr. M. Channa Reddy

Shashtipoorthi Felicitations Committee in holding this
function.

B. M. SINHA
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Dr. CHANNA REDDY—A PROFILE

V. KAMESWARI

_The rise of Dr. Channa Reddy from the humble beginnings in a lower middle class
farm family to the position of the head of the state government of Andhra Pradesh is
a fascinating saga.

Borm 60 years ago in Siripuram, a small village in Vikarabad taluk of Hyderabad
district, to Lakshma Reddy and Shankaramma, Channa Reddy, the only son of his parents
did not receive any extra attention from his parents as it was a fairly big joint family.
But the parents had one burming desire—tha desire to give their son the best of education
available in the State then. They, thorefore, sent their son to his matemal uncle,
Shri K. V. Ranga Reddy who was then a practising Vakil in Hyderabad city, at a wvery
tender age. Channa Reddy began his schooling under the watchful eyes of his two
maternal uncles, Shri K. V. Ranga Reddy and Shri K. V. Narayana Reddy.

Even as a child of 9 years old, Channa Reddy nursed a secret ambition to study
for medicine so that it would make him economically independent to pursue his political
work, He began to throw sparks of his inborn organising abilities when, alomg with,
some of his friends not only in the same age group but also those older than  him,
organised a Debating Association in his locality. To the astonishment of everyone, the
maiden speech of Channa Reddy was on “Truth,” a quality which has, in later years,
became a passion with him both in his public and private conduct. The activities of
this Debating Association were not confined only to organising “debates.” They wers
extended To organising a library and Channa Reddy was the natural choice for the
Secrataryship of the library. He saw to it that books dealing with Ramayana, Mahabharata
and other mythological stories were collected and given to the members for reading and
assimilating the benefits of virtuous living. This early grounding in what our great epics
have taught, made Channa Reddy a great adherent of the noble ideals set by them.
In the later years of his life, these have found expression more than eloquently whether
it was at home or in his service to the people.

The extra-curricular activities in which Channa Reddy involved himself right from
his elementary school days did not divert his attention from his studies, the purpose for
which his parents had sent him all the way to Hyderabad braving all the parental agony
of living away from their darling son. He began to win laurels in all the examinations
he took including the M.B.B.S.—his sole ambition to sustain him in public life.

Having taken the M.B.B.S. degree from the Osmania Medical College with a
praisg-worthy rank. Channa Reddy—now Dr. Channa Reddy—straightaway joined the
State Medical Service as at that time the house-surgeoncy was not instituted. Within
a couple of month's time, he left the service to set up two nursing homes in the city
of Hyderabad. His nursing homes were known more as free nursing homes than as
ones whare the sarvices had to be paid for. He gave up this "service” to the people
after & couple of years in order to honour the higher call of the freedom struggle.

Alongside the studies in the school and college, Chanme Reddy was also busy
gither in organising or captaining Seva Dal Comps or taking part in political conferences
as a delegate. His intense political awareness soon compelled him to join the ranks of
thosa leaders who were fighting for the cause of the people against the MNizam. He
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braved many a critical situation in such “fights” and came cuwt with flying colours 1o the
great satisfaction of meny of the then stalwarts, quite a few of whom had seen in him
the future hope of Hyderabad State’s dumb foiling millions. He became a rallying point
—whather it was in Andhra Mahasabha, the earlier version of the State Congress, of in
the State Congress and the wvarious struggles it had launched. In 1848, when the
Hyderabad State Congress organised its state-wide conference, Dr. Channa Reddy was
the obwvious choice for the general secretaryship of the Reception Committes. This con-
ference laid the foundation for the “final” onslaught of the Hyderabad people against
the Mizam and his autoccratic rule.

It was the anxiety of Dr. Reddy that the whele fight against the Mizam should
be conducted on Gandhian lines. He drew inspiration from the Congress stalwarts outside
like Jawaharlal Mehry, Sardar Patel, Rajendra Prasad. He journeyed all the way to Delhi 1o
meet Mahatma Gandhi and seak his blessings for the manner in which the state's fight
against the MNizam was being camied on,

Soon the movement against the Nizam enterad the “intensive” phase and, as a
natural corollary, the top leaders of the movement were imprisoned by the regime amang
whom Dr. Reddy was one. After a short spell of imprisonment, the Mizam's Government
released the eight top leaders of the State Congress—of whom Dr. Reddy was one and
also the youngest—with a wview to exploing the possibility of negotiating a setflement
with them. The negotiations having feiled. the “regime”™ encouraged a para-military
organisation, the Razakars, to loot and terrorise every anti-Mizam element in tho state.
This compelled the leaders of the State Congress to think of alternative strategy in order
to sustsin and reinforce the freedom struggle against the Mizam. As a tactical move,
some of them “established™ themselves outside the borders of the sfate and Intensified the
struggle. Dr. Reddy, on his part, began publishing Hyderabad, a weekly, from Vijayawada
and smuggled its copies into the state. This campeign vielded dividends in that ihe
highly explosive writings of Dr. Reddy fired the imagination of many inside the stete
and the fight against Mizem became maore militant,

Happily when the Government of India launched “police action” against the MNizam
of Hyderabad, its success marked the beginning of a new Chapter in the history of
Hyderabad's integration with the Indian Union. As a conseguence, Hyderabad came to
be recognised as a state of the Indian Union and its representatives were invited 1o join
the Prowvisional Parliament of India. Dr. Channa Reddy was one of the members who
thus came to represent Hyderabad State in the Provisional Parliament. Within hardly eight
days of his joining the Congress Perty in the Provisional Pariament, Dr. Reddy's dynamic
qualities and his fiery speeches on the situation in Hydergbad attracted the atiention of
Jawaharlal Nehru and Rajaji, who were quick enough to press him into service as one
of the whips of the party. The speeches of Dr. Reddy in the Provisional Parliament
were 30 eloguent and penetrating that they attracted the front-page attention of leading
newspapers like the Hindusthan Times, New Delhi. This position of Dr. Reddy in the
Provizsional Parliament won him many enduring friendships with stalwarts like Rajaji,
Moulana Abul Kalam Azad and others which stood him in good stead in the Ister
vaars of his political life.

Then cama the first general eléction in the country to usher in elected govermments,
based on universal adult franchise, in all the states of the Indian Union, In this election
Df. Reddy won a seat in the Hyderabad State Legislature and he hecame the imevitalbe
choice a5 Minister for the difficult portfolio of Food and Agriculture when the State was
axpariencing total rationing. His work as Minister is a record which every politician-
administrater envies to this day. He brought in many a reform in the set-up—such that
they bencfited the wiling masses. During his term as Food and Agriculture Minister of
the State, Dr. Reddy led the Indian Delegation to the Conference of International Federation
of Agricultural Producers held in Rome in 1953, and as Deputy leader of the Indian
Delegation to the FAD Conference also at Rome, in 1955. He took advantage of these
visits abroad to study the agricultural and industrial economies of 13 European Countries
among whom were France, West Germany, England and Switzrerland.
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During 1957-62, when Dr. Reddy remained outside the Government ho. as an
impartant mémber of the Telangana Regional Committee did yeoman service to the cause
of the ragion by carrying on an incessant battle for the economic and social uplift of
the mgion. Some of the major imigation and power projects which have now reached
the fruition stage were the result of his farsighted efforts put in then. He fiemly balisves
that for all the “differences” and “internal conflicis” among the people of Andhra Pradesh,
tha basic cause is economic disparities and consequent social imbalances and if these
are removed through a balanced development of all the regions, the emotional integration
would automatically come. He, more than once, emphasised that he had no acrimony
or ill-will against people of any region. As Chief Minister for the past few months,
Dr. Roddy more than proved this paint.

In the 1962 elections, Dr. Reddy retained his seat in the Andhra Pradesh State
Legislature and joined the State Cabinet and held important portfolios like Planning and
Panchayati Raj, Industries and Finance. In 1967, after the fourth genoral election, soon
afier he joined the State Cabinet, he was called upon by the then Prime Minister,
smt. India Gandhi to join her government in the Centre as Cabinet Minister in charge of
the important portfolio of Steel and Mines. Within the short period he remained in the
Centre, Dr. Reddy effected several far-reaching changes in the sot-up of the steal
indusiry in the country which 1l today is retained in essence. He rosigned his central
ministership in Aprl, 1968 owing to the judgment of the Andhra Pradesh High Court
i an #lection petition,

Scon after his return 10 Hyderabad, Dr. Reddy found discontent simmaring among
the Telangana people against the manner in which the legitimate interests of the pooplo
of the region were being trampled upon by the govemment. The students and youlhs
startod an agitation for redressal of the grievences of the Telangana people. As one who
always stood by the just cause of the people, Dr. Reddy could not resist the demand of
the people of Telangana to lead them in the hour of their distress, When this agitation
was sought to be put down through “force,” Dr. Reddy rebelled and wanted g BOPAFELE
statehood for Telangena so that the people could achieve fulfilment of thelr aspirations
undar dispensation of “their own.” As always happens with such agitations, the interasted
porsons  gave wrong and harmful interpretations to the whole movemant which then
unfartunately took a wviolent turn. In spite of repression, the people of Telangana stood
their ground and, in 1971 pariamentarly elections, vindicated their  solidarity with
Dr. Reddy by electing his candidates from all but three constituencies in the sogion.
This glotioua victory of Dr. Reddy in the cause of Telangana people opened the eyes of
the central leaders and soon they took steps to come to terms with the demands of the
Telangana people. In the six-point formula that was evolved as a solution by the central
loaders in consultation with and approval of Dr. Reddy, steps were taken to safeguard
the legitimate interests of the people of Telangana.

When the tempers were cooling down the unwise handling of the post-agitation
situation sparked off again an agitation—this time from the people of Andhva region
demanding separation from Telangana. The people of Andhra region wore dissatisfied
with the way things were being handled by the state government. There was dis-
appointment in the Telangana region too that they were still being givon a step-mothedy
treatmant. Therd was crisis in both the regions. Dr. Reddy was convinced that the
lurking fears of the psople in both the regions should bo cleared if the State’s intogrity
was 1o be maintained; otherwise separalion should take place to the satisfaciion of perople
in both the regions. At this juncture, the Central Government had no alternative but to
seck the statesmanlike assistance of Dr. Reddy to resolve the crisis. When after prolonged
discussions. the Centre camé up with yet one more six-point formula, Dr. Reddy offered
1o give it o "inal,”

In 1974, Dr. Reddy accepted the office of Governor of Uttar Pradesh, the largest
state in India, on the insisténceé of Smi. Gandhi, the then Prime Minister. Till he demitted
this office in October 1977.as Govemnor, Dr. Reddy took up many a good public causs
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with the cabinet of the State—the most important of them being the reorganisationm of
the administration of the temples and religious institutions in the state. During the shon
pariod of President’s rule in Uitar Pradesh, Dr. Reddy, unaided by the usual retinue of
“advisers,” took quick and effective measures to tone uwp the administration which won
encomiums from all including those from the Fourth Estate.

On return to the state politics, Dr. Reddy had to contend with political forces
with conflicting interesis—interests not of the people, bui of their own—and decide on
the course of action in order to steer clear of the forces of reaction and champion, as
has been his wonl, the cause of the weaker sections and the oppressed and the depressed.
He played a decisive role im clinching the “issues™ which led to the break up of the
Indian Mational Congress. He then joined hands with Mrs. Gandhi and carried the party
to victory in the general elections to the State Assembly held in February, 1978,

As the inevitable choice of his party, he has accepted the office of the chief
ministership in all humility. I the 10 months in office are any indication, the people of
Andhra Pradesh can expect their beloved Chief Minister Dr. Channa Reddy, to “deliver

the goods.”
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A FINE PRODUCT OF HYDERABAD CULTURE

MIR AKBAR ALl KHAM

| am glad that the people of my State are celebrating the sixtisth birthday of
my dynamic friend Dr. M. Channa Reddy. | was rather reluctant to accepl the wvice-
Presidentship of the Felicitations Committee because, | felt that when somebody s in
powes, such a thing should not happen; but | felt there are occasions when we have
o appreciate our people so that they might be encouraged to do better things and
dedicate themselves more to the service of the people of this country.  With this idea.
| accepted the Vice-Presidentship of the Committee in order to express my affection and
give my blessings to Dr. Channa Reddy.

Dr. Reddy started his career as a medical practitioner, but his heart was in
politics. [ think it was the case with some of my friends emong whom Dr. Rajbahadur
Gour was one. | persuaded him to take up the profession when his father brought him
to me. Though he said 'yes, yes’ to me, he continued 1o be active more in politics
than in his profession. |1 was the cass with Panditji too. When Panditji became a
berrister and came back, Motilaljl put him under Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, whose junior |
also had the honour to be. But Jawaharlal's heart was not in legal practice but in politics.
50, Dr. Channa Reddy belongs to this category of people.

When there was a guestion of reorganisation of the States and the team under
Fazal Ali with Pandit Kunzru, a wvery respected friend ofi mine and Dr. Panikkar, who
happened to be my teacher at Aligarh, as members had come 1o Hyderabad, this group
under Shri Ranga Reddy and some others was [not prepared to have Hyderabad divided
inte three.  But the general feeling at that time particularly in Marathwada region, was
s0 strong thet there was no altemative for the Commission but to recommend the
division of the State. Then we felt that we too could have a small State of Telangana
and in that situation Shri Ranga Reddy should be our leader. Dr. Reddy was with us
in the movement and there was a general feeling in Telangana that we should remain
separate; but our friends from Andhea were very anxious that we should join immadiately;
other wise, complications would arise. Anyhow, under the leadership of S Ranga Roddy,
we visited Delhi many a time and 1 took part in almost all those discussions which
took place with Panditji, the Prime Minister, with Dhebar, the Congress President. with
Pantji, the Home Minister, with Moulana Saheb as one of the very powerful members of
the Congress Working Committee and a senior Minister. Of course, things dragged on
and our respacted ex-President Dr. Radhakrishnan, was very much in favour of fatming
Andhra State. Opinion was divided on the question whether big States were good ar
smaller States. Al that time the opinion was that big States wera better. S0, undar
thosa circumstances, we had to yield to the dictates of the High Command, Panditji
and others. But | distinctly remember that when for the last time, Dr. Channa Raddy and
| met Panditji, he mentioned to us the suggestion at the Congress Working Committes
that Bihar. and Bengal should be combined. He, therefore, pleaded with us not to insist
on a very small state, which will hamper economic progress. S0, we came back to
Hyderabad House in Delhi where Shri Sanjeeva Reddy and his colleagues from Andhra,
and Shti Ranga Reddy. Shri Ramakrishna Rao, Dr. Channa Reddy and their colleagues

from Telangana discussed mutually and signed.an agreement under which certain safeguards
were provided for the development of Telangana.

The people of Telangana consider Dr. Channa Reddy as a product of ald Hyderabad
cullure and traditions—traditions which meant brotherhood among #ll communities., lave
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and affection emong all castes, and maintaining  greater affinity in social, cultural and
political matters.  Whether it was a marriage, or any other ceremony or festival, we pever
felt that the festival of one community or casta was different from those of others. |
nevar felt that a marriage in Dr. Reddy's family was something different from one in
my own family, We were just like very close friends and hrothers.  This tradition, | am
glad to say, is being kept up to a8 greal eéxtent by Or. Channa Reddy. That was also
one af the reasons why | accepted 1o be the Vice-President of the Felicitations Committes.
We have won ouwr freedom through the sacrifices of our great leaders. The question
now is, how to preserve Lhis freedom and  wtilise it to achieve social and economic
freedom and justice especially to the poorer and backward sections. For this, §t s
nmecassary for us to have a dynamic man as our leader. It is also necessary that this
leader should be respected by all the, communities and | feel that Or. Channa Reddy
enjoys this privilege and he has in him the necessary deive to take the whole State on
progressive lines and accomplish things which will be in”the best interests of the people,
particularly the poorer sections. | wish him best and | do hope that when he leaves
his prasent post, the pecple will say that Channe Reddy has really accomplished what
many others did not. That is what | am looking for end | am sure this tribute by the
people will encourage him, will help him o sccomplish many things in the interests of the siate,

| would like Dr. Reddy, as Chief Minister to concentrate the efforts of  his
government on the poorer sections belonging to both the regions. The criterion should
be the economic backwardness.

Secondly, | would like him to consider how best he can help the growth of
Urdu language. | concede Telugu language as my State language. Every one bom in
my State shoukd fearn Telugu; but after thal, | would give precedence to Urdu, bacause
in this region, and in a8 way in the whole of India, it i the spoken language. By
helping Urdu, we will be helping Hindi. By helping Hindi, we will be helping Urdu,
The antagonism that was created betwoen Hindi and Urdu was an imperialistic move as
it was to create differances betwsen Hindus and Muslims, betwean Urdu-speaking people
and Hindi-speaking people, between Harijans and Brahmins, and S0 on. We have to
da our bast ta remove thess antaganisms,

Az Chief Minister, it hes fallen to the lot of Dr. Channa Reddy to tackle the
problem of wunemploymant among youth. The vyouths fesl that there is no  future for
them. It is for the Chiel Minister 1o create conditions so that owr young boys and
girls do not fall a prey to the anti-social elements and become, in the real sense, an
asset 1o the State im s march towards prosperity for all, So is the case with our
village artisans. | am aware Dr. Reddy has all sympathy and consideration for the
plight of these artisans who, before the advent of the British, flourished as a prosperous
community. 1 am sSure under his dynamic [eadership, his Government will do everything
possible to bring happiness in the homes of these thousands of artisans spread al
over Andhra Pradesh,

His experiment inm introducing Abhvudeya Education rigght from the primary lovel, is
a novel effort. If it succesds, in the years to come, we will have boys and girls who
have a purpose in life and who are disciplined to march forward. Even in the matter
of school timings, Dr. Reddy's idea of having the schools fram 7-00 in the morning
uptg 12-00 noom i3 worth experimenting. [t will leave; the whaole afternoon for the
children to do their homework and attend to other needs of their homes, | Tesl it will
also improve the hiealth of our childran.

In the present political context. Dr. Reddy, who is heading a Congress (I}
Government in the State, will have many problems with the Central Government to sort
aut in order to usher in an ara of prosperity in the State. His excellent command over
Urdu and Hindi would stand Dr, Reddy in good stead to establish the much needed
rapport with the people in the North and with the Central Government.

On the happy occasion of his completing 60 years on the 13th January, 1979, |
offer my good wishes for the health and strength of Dr. Reddy. | give him my blessings
for the fulfilment of the tasks he had taken up as Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh.

L]
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ADHERENT OF KISAN, MAZDOOR PRAJA IDEAL

M. G. RANGA

_— e T = = — e

It was in 1947-48 that | came across Dr. M. Channo Reddy at the Hyderabad
State Peoples’ Conference scon after | retuned from my second world-tour on behalf of
the Indian peasantry. | could see in that bright young doctor the potentinlities of a
dynamic leader. | was told that he hailed from a2 Kisan section of the mwral community
and was impatient with the feudal inclinations of the upper cadres of Reddies. He made
it clear o me how much he admired the Kisan-Mazdoor mural orientation that | was
trying 1o give to the Congress thanks to Mahatma Gandhi's suppon.

He was bold enough, even in 1947, to declare himself as an adherent of the
philosophy of Kisan Mazdoor Praja Raj ideal which was blessed by Mahatma Gandhi in
1944, The leadership of Hydorabad State Congress was based much upon urhan peoples
and thair interests. Dr. Reddy founded the K.M.P. Raj Party and scught the cooperation
ol Shdi K. Obula Reddy, the then Goeneral Secretary of the Andhra Provincial Congress.
On my retum from Europe after attending the World Food andfAgriculure Conference, |
was able 10 being him into contact with Sardar Patel and persuade him on one side to
work through the State Congress and the late Swami Romonands Tinha, and on the
other to welcome the rural orientation that Dr. Reddy stood for. During the Razakar
days, Dr. Channa Reddy and so many of his colloagues had to take shalter in Vijayawada
and other places and our Provincial Congress and Shri Obula Reddy gave them full
political support. Like so [many such other patrigts, he too had to undergo many a
hardship due to Razakar repression. After the liberation of Hyderabad, Dr. Reddy was
takon into the State Congress Working Committee. When the opportunity came for the
Hyderabadis also to join the Provisional Parliament, | was glad to have been able 1o
persuade the Sardar and the Swami to include both Dr. Reddy and Sri Haorischandra
Heda among the Hyderabad contingent to Parliament. Both of them proved 1o be good
parliamantarians, the Doctor being accepted as one of the whips of the then most power-
ful Congress Farty and thus joining the ranks of those of us who constituted the leadership
of the Party around Jawaharlal in Parliament. When the Hyderabad State Governmant
was formed after 1952 elections, the Doctor, who had by then gained his spurs in the
state leadership was invited into the Cabinet as Minister for Food and Agriculture. By
that time, | left the Congress to found the Krishikar Lok Party in order to develop separate
political leadership for the rural people. In spite of my being away from the Congress,
Dr. Channa Reddy was good enough to hoed my demand for removal of controls owver
foodgrains thenks to the initiative shown by Rajaji in Madras. He was also courageous
enough to invite me 1o inaugurate their Sfate Formers Forum, sponsored by himself and
the late Romakrishna Rao, the then Chief Minister.

It was duting that period that owr Federation of Rural People’s Organisations somt
him as its delegate to the Conference of International Federation of Agricultural Producers
held in Rome. Again, his cooperation was awvailable to me in 1957 when both of us
ware in the Congress, in our struggle against Gram Dan campaign, which aimed a1 the
abolition of self-employment of peasants and the propretorship of their holdings, and
also i 1959 against the cooperstive farming campaign. Such have been his contacts
with our Kisan movement.

It is trwe that he favoured the implementation of the rmecommondations of the
States Reorganisation Commission for the separate existonce of Telangana for such time
that it made enough socio-sconomic progress and moderisation of administration, befora
it could think of merging with the greater Andhra. | too thought that such a move
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would be bepeficial o both Telangana and Andhra people. But the lale Ranga Reddy
and Ramakrishna Rao, the Telangana elders, agreed on the compromise proposals offered
by Mehru and Pant, So, when after 20 vears of experience of merger, the Telangana
people wanted separation and sought his leadership, long after their earlier violent owtbursts
were over and their movement was sagging to dead stop, Dr. Channa Reddy provided
just the competent leadership that was then needed. During his period of leadership,
thare were no more eéxcesses. But he had to go to jail along with a few of his asso-
ciates. It must be said that due to his statesmanlike leadership, the ssparatists gained
a large number of seats in Parliamentary elsction of 1971. When, however, compromise
formula was sponsored by the Centre and integrationists, Dr. Channa Reddy was wise
enough 10 accept it and thus paved the way for unity between the two regions. It
should also be remembered that when later the Andhra Separatists were aggressivaly
demanding separstion from Hyderabad, DOr. Chenma Reddy did not play any active role
on either side and allowed the integrationisis to hawve their triumph and the Andhra
Pradesh to remain intact. Such has been his statesmanship.

Like all post-independanca political leaders, Channa Reddy has been patient, with
all hiz temperamental impetuosity, and wise, despite his occasional ocutbursts, in playing
a leading role in parliamentary politics of power. He too has had his share of disappaint-
ments. When he was unseated for six years because of electoral malpractices, he was
not helped, as he deserved 1o be, by Indiraji’s administration to get over that disqualification
by zuitable amendment of the relevant laws.

When Channa HReddy was appointed Gowvermor of Uftar Pradesh, most of his
friends all over India felt disappointed that he was heing sent into political quistude. But
e began to display his innate drive for comstructive work; he soon took a measure of
the needs of that State and his opportunities for good work,

One of the most puistanding of such a public need that was crying for attention
was the reform of the control and management of tens of thousands of Hindu religious
Maths, temples and other centres of populer worship. Dr. Reddy, who has known how
the South Indian religious institutions have come to be menaged through statutory autho-
rities for forty years, soon visualised his opportunity to make a progressive contribution to
the Hindu religious institutions. He succeeded in persuading the Cabinet on the wrgent
need to regulate and control the management of finances and the day-to-day working
of the LLP. Religious Endowments. On his advice, the U.P. Cabinet aranged for study-
ing the working of the Hindu Religious Endowment Acts of Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Madu,
Kerala and Kamataka States. He was able to speed up the processing of the reports
“obtained on such studies during the few weeks of President's Rule in the State. The
happy result of thess initiatives and his success in persuading the Cabinet in this con-
structive direction was the promulgation of an Ordinance for comstituting a statutory body
1o control, regulate, manage orfand wrilise the resources, properies emd activities and
pstablishments of the Hindu Religious Endowments in UP. It was indeed a unigue but
long-awaited achievement. [t was universally welcomed. Dr, Reddy has thus demonstrated
what a dynamic, democratic and a progressive Governor can do even when the institution
of Governor is considered to serve as the figure-head,

Channa Reddy has now gained the much valued opporiunity to serve the five
crotes of Andhras, as their Chief Minister at the head of the Congress (I} Ministry of
Andhra Pradesh, He has attained this high position after twenty years of experience in
the ministerial sphere. He has already placed Andhras in the vanguard of the post 1972.77
Garibi Hatao movement. If the Twenty-point Programme has placed a high accemt on the
service to Dalit Lok, and the Kerala Government tried to build a lakh of houses for Hari-
jans and other homeless people, he has offered to build onme lakh houses every year and
five lakhs in this period of five wears, at the enormous cost of Rs. 1256 crores. If the
Janata's mew origntation to the mational planning has offered to favour rural development,
he has gome several staps forward by offering to spare more than 50 per cent of the
stata’s resources for various services and developmental activities catering to rural peoplse.
He responded to our lang-time demand for tax-relief to the poorer peasants by exempting
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their small holdings from land tax. If the Janata's educational plans have begun to lay
special emphasis on  anti-illiteracy and adultl education campaign. he has already begun
not only to implement them more vigorously, and quickly on a broader scale but also
offered to convert the maximum number of elementary schools into model schools after
the fashion of non-denominational but morally forward- looking Vivekananda-cum-Whitefield
Gurukul Schools.

These argé points 0 his pro-Kisan, pro-Dalit Lok and pro-Gramsen approach and
let us hope that the whobe-haarted support of the State Cabinet and the legislature, he
would be able 1o usher in a truly rural-oriented Kisan Mazdoor Socio-gconomic regime,

Dr. Channa Reddy is a man of imagination, initiative and dynamism

He has to gain the cooperation of the ever-expanding and multi-sided administra-
tion. Rajaji and Sardar Patel knew how to gain its enthusiastic support and constructive
comradeship. | trust that with all his wvaried ministerial experiences in the State and
Union Ministries, and also as a Governor, he would find it possible to win 15 confidence
and respect and succeed in humanising and maximising its services to the general public.

Ours is a country of caste-minded public and official folk and it is extramaly
difficult to help the administrators to owvercome their caste prejudices and pradilictions
and be patient with all the compromises that the political leaders have to make in
order to help the Backward classes, Harijans and Girijgns and make up for the past
naglect of their interests in the official hierarchy. The upper caste officials have to be
persuaded, in a considerate manner, to leam to accept their comparatively junior colleagues
as their equals, and sometimes as their sepigrs. This is an extremely sensitive side of
our prosant-day politics,

| hope that Dr. Channa Reddy will succeed in steering clear of the usual assump-
tions of Chief Ministers and the Prime Minister of themselves being so much maore
competent, responsible, responsive and wise than their colleagues and burdening themselves
with the need to make all the decisions on both the big and petty issues and thus
enervating just the supports and sources of inspiretion and comradeship of their Cabinet
colleagues. He should hold before him  Jawaharlalji’s excellent example of inspiring  his
collgagues to make their best contributions. He should also try not 1o allow the
so-called favourite friends to clutch the approaches 1o him as had troubled Jawaharialji.

Cahinet colleagues have to be helped to grow into competent and consiructive
cofleagues with security of tenure for all obviously popular, honest, energetic and efficient
minigters. Since Dr. Channa Reddy has himzelf had the experience of what it was like
to be a minister undar so many different chiefs, | hope he would be able to inspire his
colleagues with the necessary zeal and confidence and ennoble his cabinet in its service
to the people and especially the Dalit Lok,
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DR. REDDY AND THE TELANGANA
REGIONAL COMMITTEE

T. HAYAGRIVACHARI

Mow that Dr. Channa Reddy is the Chief Minister of a state that continues o be
united, some may wonder whether it is appropriate to discuss, let alone extol, his rols
and achievements in the Telangana Regional Committee and, in particular, as Chairman
of one of ils important committess. Such people do not evidently understand the pro-
cesses of social integration. The integration of the strong and the weak in a social
situation cannot take plage without an initial period of struggle and if it does, it will
result in submergence and assimilation of the weaker to the detriment of their individual
interests and personality, If one sees a picture of the Commonwealth Prime Ministers
with the Queen, one cannot fail noticing that all the present Prime Ministers at one time
or the other were in Her Majesty’s prisons. An enduring process of social integration
has to go through the stages of struggle. recognition and redressal. In the initial stages
of the existence of Andhra Pradesh, the Telangana Regional Commitiee was a siep neces-
sary towards the full integration that has been subsequently achieved. This is not to sy
that the process followed a comect path or that mistakes had not been committed on one
side or the other. [t is only to assert that this was a necessary stage and however
much one may regrat certain aspects or developments, historically this stage cannol be
either overlooked or forgotien.

At that critical stage, Dr. Channa Reddy was ideally suited to play an active role
in the evolution of this particular institution. Institutions acquire a character and a life
of their own from the type of leadership that is available to them in their formative
periods. We have had too many examples of institutions, intended to be sentinels under
the Constitution, becoming weak and ineffective because those at their head happened to
be themselves indecisive and supine. It was the dedication to a cause and the dynamic
leadership provided by Dr. Channa Reddy in the functioning of the Regional Committee
in its early formative stage that gave it its strong character. Dr. Channa Reddy is by
nature a champion and a crusader and he found a natural opportunity for these qualities
in the problems which the Regional Committee confronted in its earier years.

According to the terms of agreement entered into by the leaders of Andhra and
Telangana regions at the time of formation of the Andhra Pradesh State, known as the
"Gentlemen's Agreement’, there was to be a Regional Standing Committes of the State
Assembly for the Telangana region consisting of the members of the State Assembly
belonging to that region including the Ministers from that region but not including the
Chief Minister. The expenditure of the new State on central and general administration
was 1o be bome proportionally by the two regions and the balance of income from
Telangana was to be reserved for expenditure on the development of the Telangana area.
The Andhra Pradesh Regional Committee was accordingly constituted in February 1958 by
a Presidential Order under Art. 371 of the Constitution. It had three Sub-Committees—
on Local Administration and Public Health, one on Education and another on Planning
(later changed as Development).

Dr. Channa Reddy was the presiding-member of the Sub-Committee om Planning and
Davelopment for the period from 1958 till he became Minister in the State Cabinet after
the General elections in 1962, He was also presiding-member of the Sub-Committes on
a "White Paper on Telangama™ in 1961,
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As presiding-member of the Sub-Committee on Planning and Development he had
submitted 35 reports including supplementary reporls covering the entire Plam and its
finanting and also individual reports on each sector of development included in the Plan.
These repotts, submitted continuously, included two each on Pochampad Project and
development of the capital. He also led a delegation to the central government for
inclusion of Pochampad Project.in the Plan which was vital for the economic developmant
of Telangana region. This paved the way for the subsequent inclusion and execution of
this project under the Plan. In addition to the 35 reports on Planning and Development,
he had also submitted four reports including three supplementary reports on “White Paper
on Telangana.” Thus, in all, he had submitted a record number of 39 reports almast
continuously during the period from 1958 to 1962 He championed the cause of Telangana
sefvices in the first and third supplemental reports of the Sub-Committee on White Paper
on Telangana.

He 'was also a member of the Sub-Committee on Education from 1959 to 1962
and was responsible for several of the decisions of the Committee especially on reser-
vation of seats in techmical educational institutions in Telangana region. He also strived
for the development of the Osmania University by arranging Rs. 2 crores for its Faundatian
Grant from the Telangana surpluses,

During thia period. he was also a member of the Estimates Commitiee for 1959-80
and later its Chairman for 1960-61 and 1961-62 and submitted twele voluminous repors
covering all important projects and schemes ranging from  Magarjunasagar Praject and
Allwyn Metal Works to the Printing Department.

One néed not dwell heére on the wvarious intricale issues connected with the Telan-
gana surpluses such as what exactly constituted a surplus; whether these were to be
taken only as Revenwe surpluses and if so whether they were to be set off against the
capital expenditure; what should be the method of allocation of state-wide schemeas, etc,
With tha abolition of the Regional Committee and the non-maintenence of accounts
separately for Andhra and Telangana these have become now academic issues of purely
historical interest. But the basle issue involved wiz., that each area should get its due
share in the developmental plans giving due weightage te the relative backwardness of
the different areas concerned remains an important issue in planning even today. It is
an issue that is important not only for our State but at the All-India level also, whether
it ba in the division of central assistance between the states or the devalution of taxes
by statutery commissions or the allocation of other funds for developmental PUIPOSES.
The major issue that has 1o be faced and resolved is the issue of weightage for back-
wardness,

Arising out of the issue of surpluses raised by Dr. Channa Reddy's Committes at
that time, the surpluses were finally determined a: a total amount of Rs. 456 erores and
these became available to the Telangana region during the Fourth Plan period over and
above its normal share in the developmental expenditure of the state. In the Fifth Plan
period, this procedure was replaced by the Six-point Formula and once again the Gowvern-
ment of India were good enough to allocate additional funds for backward areas. This
time such areas wera to be identified not omly in the Telangama region but in all the
three regions of the state and a total amount of Rs. 90 crores given by the Government
of India was divided between Telangana., Rayalassema and Coastal Andhra in the ratio
of 5:3:2. Thus ultimately, the backward areas in the entire state benefited by an idea
and a trend which was launched by Dr, Channa Reddy as chairman of the [Sub-Committes
of the Telangana Regional Committea.

Thee other two major issues that used to agitate the members of the Regional
Committes at that time were matters relating to service conditions of Govemment empla-
yees in the different regions and rules for admission to educational institutions. As
mentioned earlier, Dr. Channa Reddy in dealing with the White Paper on Telangana and
as a member of the Committee on Education was intimately connected with the resolution
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of these two issues alsc. Insofar as the service matters are concerned, it was not meraly
@ question of reserving jobs in the region for people from that region but also one of
redressing cerfain grievances that had arisen and creating an atmosphere of confidence.
In regard to education, the safeguards were essentially intended to protect the interests
of the people of the region who were backward educationally and who could not therae-
fore straightaway face open competition. In these two cases also, the Six-point Formula
replaced the then existing situation and the basic principle, wiz., protection of the interests
of the pecple belonging to a paricular region in regard to opportunities arising in that
region both in matters of employment and education, has been accepted and extended
to all regions of the State.

Ancther aspect which was initiated in a sense in those days and which is reaching
its fruition now is the development of the capital city. There used to be in those days
a great deal of bickering as to how expenditure on the capital city was to be allocated
between the regions. This has fortunately given place now to a feeling of parinership
and commaon belonging in the city which is after all the capital of the entire state. The
development of the capital city also received a fillip due to the additional assistance of
Rs. 10 crores made available for it by the Government of India during the Fifth Plan
period,

In the case of any other person it could have been stated that the experience in
the Regional Committee and its Sub-Committees was a good training ground for be-
coming @ minister. But this could not be said of Dr. Channa Reddy as he had already
been a minister in the State of Hyderabad. But this work did help him inasmuch as
when he joined the administration he could bring to his work an intimate knowledge

of these problems which could not have been gained but for his working in these Sub-
Committeas.

When one reviews historical events, it is always interesting to speculate as to what
might have been if the events had taken a different tum or certain individuals had adopted
a different role. Dr. Reddy was not part of the administration and was an active leader
of the Regional Committea during the first years of the formation of the new State of
Andhra Pradesh. One may be tempted to speculate as to what would have been the
position if this were not so. On balanes, it would appear that events as they actually
took place gave him a better opportunity of service and for the unfolding of his talents
than otherwise. The issues the Regional Committes tackled were important issues and
it would have lacked proper leadership if at that moment Dr. Channa Reddy was not
available bacause of his having been forfeited to the administration. The shape that the
Regional Committee ook and the strength it acquired would also have not been there
but for him.

Mor perhaps would a position in administration at that juncture and in that combi-
nation of circumstances have given him an equal opportunity for the development of his
own personality, As mentioned earier, Dr. Channa Reddy is by tempermemt a champion
of and a crusader for causes. It is the struggle for a cause that brings out the best
in him and parmits the full development of his various talents. The Regional Commities
provided a forum for this aspect of his much better than adminisiration would have at
that stage. To be in administration is to accept limitations. More time is spent in deli-
varing and defending than in crusading. Administration in the best sense has place for
vision; but even in that semnse it has no place for a visionary. Dr. Channa Reddy accepted
these |imitations earlier and later. But that interrugnum was perhaps essential both for
him and for the Regional Committes,

Dr. Channa Reddy ultimately joined the administration at a more propitious time
and during a period when development was picking up in the state. 1964, when he was
Planning Minister and later Finance Minister has a peculiar place in the history of Andhra
Pradesh. Agricultural production and per capita income reached the highest level that
yiar—a level which was not reached again for several years thereafter, Due to various
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unfortunate circumstances, this momentum began 1o be lost just about the time when
he left the State administration and did not pick up again till 1974, When Dr. Channa
Reddy returned to the state it was again &t a time when the development of tha state
had gathered unprecedented momentum and was in its upswing. Looked at in this
parspective it would appear that the initial work of the Regional Committee under the
leadership of man like Dr. Channa Reddy was a necessary step in the direction of enduring
integration which was subsequently achieved, Similarly in  Dr. Channa Reddy's own
caregr this was a necessary experience which had it58 own contribution to make in the
acquision of mature experence and the evolution of a dynamic personality that was
destined to lead the state at a later and higher stage of % development.
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A FIRM BELIEVER IN DEMOCRATIC
DECENTRALISATION |

M. BAGA REDDY

As one who has been closely associated with Dr. M. Channa Reddy who leaves
the stamp of his personality and makes enduring contributions in whatever fiald he choosas
to tread, it was a litthe difficult for me to make a choice of what | should write on the
happy occasion of his "Shashtipurthi®. My association with {him dates back to my student
days when he was already the youngest Minister in the first popular Ministry headed by
Dr. Burugula Ramakrishna Rao in the erstwhile Hyderabad State.

Community Development has been defined as “a movement (o promote  heatter
living for the whole community. with the active participation and, if possible. on the
initiative of the community, but if this initiative is not forthcoming, by the use of techni-
ques for rousing and stimulating it in order to secure its active and enthusiastic response
to the movement...... It includes the whole range of development activities in the districts
where these are undertaken by government or unofficial agencies”. Faw persons at the
helm of affairs of the state have understood better the fact that people’s participation
and initiative is the preponderant aspect of community development and that without
their active participation and full involvement nothing tangible can ba achieved in trans-
forming the rural economy of this vast country and to lead it speedily in the path of
democratic economic growth. During his tenures as the first minister in charge of Commu-
nity Development and then of Panchayati Raj, he was instrumental in gensrating  unfore-
sean popular initiative and active public participation in rural development programmes.

Dr. Reddy, by his actions, appears to have been convinced also of the statement
of Ensminger that “the success of community development must be judged not by the
achievement in the short run of targets, but rather in the long pull by hthe evidence of
growth and development of the competency of the people of increasingly looking to
themselves for leadership, institutional competence and most of the resources to solve
mott of their problems”™. Doubtless Dr. Reddy has striven hard to develop the confidence
of the people in the rural areas and to develop traits of leadership in them.

The concept of community development was widened with the introduction of
Panchayati Raj. Through its intreduction. as Nehru said, the foundation of the real
democracy was laid. As a true democrat, Dr. Reddy fully understood the fact that
community development is the object of which the real instrument is the Panchayati
Raj. Dr. Reddy is one who has undiminished faith in the efficacy of this instrument in
transforming the rural econamy in spite of the general weakening of this faith all over
the country in the recent past after the initial euphoria, and the mounting criticism of
the Panchayati Raj.

While delivering the valedictory address to the Southern Regional Seminar on
Panchayati Raj held at Hyderabad in August 1978 Dr. Reddy observed: "When we say
that power should be passed on to the people, it is not meraly out of our love for
them. Not that to have love for them is anything bad. In addition, we feel that a
system can be built in the country where people can be invelved to look after their
own affairs.... The best prime minister, the best chief minister, the best leader of dignity
i5 not the one who keeps on passing orders, but the one who can pet everything done
by all the concemed and by involving all people. Panchayat is not that old consarvative
type of & thing. Panchayat, | would consider. is the greatest representative  system,
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What is needed is how many people are we asking to take responsibility for the welfare
of their fellow citizens. Without creating this type of feoling. whatever orders we
might pass. whatever action and amendments we might do. whatover administrative staff
and structure we might create, and whatever training institutions wo might eslablish, they
will not fullil Gandhiji’s thoughts about the panchayats.”

We have also poople in our administration, the ministries, in the assemblies
and in the Padiament, who say that we cannot entrust zilla parishads and papchayats to
the inexperenced people from willages. What is the difference botween thess people
and the British? The teuth i that the British did not want ta port with power. The
same kind of vested interes:, the same kind of want of conviction seems to be pervading
through our paople in position now. If we look back, even Jawashardal MNehru and
Sardar Patel were at ome time the presidents or the chairmen of municipal corporations
or the councils either at Allshabad or Ahmeadabad. All the great leaders of our country,
at one time or the other, had occupied positions in the local bodies. Soma of our
Chief Ministers and Ministers wére at one time or the other oither the panchayat presidents
or the zilla parishad chaimen. It is an irony of fate, that the same porsons have no
confidence or boldness to pass on power to others. People ask whether the chief
ministers and the prime minister and the ministers were immune from committing mistakes.
Are we not commilting mistakes? Are we perfect? Who has given us this cenificate ?
What excuse have we to think in thotse terms? Therefore. | would say that we have
ouf masters, and thoy ame the people. We talk in their name; wo talk of democracy. It
springs from the people. Therefors, you hand it over to them, you talk to them, you
ask them, you subject yoursell to them. We have 1o think on the lines of complete
reoiganisation of the panchayati raj set-up. There are many expens who can work out
the details on what powers should be given, etc. But about oné |thing we should all
be claar. Powers should be given to these bodies. That's all. What power should be
given is a matier to be thought of. And | am not one of those conservative type of
people with fixed ideas and wviews, Il tomomow moming | find oven after the expers
tell me that a particular thing is not really in the interests of the people, | shall not
hesitate ta scrap it and ond it all and try to give more powers to the people and ask
them to take mone responsibility,  That should be our approach.”™

One of the legitimate criticlsms of the panchayat raj system, we all know, is that
the rural elite who assumed authority through this. tended to ignore the interést of the
weaker sections and buttress the political hold of the vested intorests. But Dr. Reddy.
being one who has wholesome respect for democratic political process, continues fo
“counsel faith in the self-comecting mechanism of democratic politics”™. Being ane
convinced of the fact that community development has “a definite input of the democratic
values, principles and procedures”, he has set about comecting the weak links. | am
referring 1o the recent amendments which the Government of Andhra Pradesh have brought
tc the Panchayat Raj legislations laking the 1976 amendments as the starting point-
The Acts have now been further amended to make the panchayat raj instiutiens maore
democratic and broad based by alering the structure of the setl-up, by providing franchise
o persons above 18 years of sge, introducing reservations in favour of the members of
the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in the mombership of the Panchayat
Sarmithis and the Offices of Presidents, Panchayat Samithi and the Chairmen, Zilla Parishads.
These measures are calculated to reduce the hold of the rural elite and the vested interasts
on these institutions and to protect and promote the interests of the weaker sections.

Dr. Reddy has also been seized of the need for adapting the bureaucracy to the
democratic athos, and making it an effective instrument of development. In the words of
Sri 5. K. Dey “we know, Dr. Reddy, that the yet struggling child of panchayati raj is
utterdly safe in your hands and will receive all the care it desarves. Wa feel confidant,
panchayati raj in Andhea, under your stewardship, and in the emarging contaxt of India,
will surge forward in consonance with the position this great state occupies in India.”

Under Dr. Reddy's stowardship my mission. as minister for Panchayati Raj will be
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to prove that the panchayati raj system is the most important “political innovation of
Indepandent India,”

Before | conclude let me guote from Gunnar Myrdal: “tha simple truth is that
India badly needs to make rapid prograss in the whole vast countryside by changing all
undesirable conditions.” Judging by the programmes which have besn initiated by Dr. Reddy
and the instrument he has chosen to achieve this | have no hesitation to say that he
has understood this simple truth well. The tasks he has set for himself are those of a
statesman end he has shown himself 1o be one. | wish and pray godspeed in his
life's mission,
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THE MAN AND THE MYTH

K. V. NARAYANA REDDY

Few men in public life have been able to accomplish a number of things, each
different from the other, and fewer still have become a legend or a myth in their lifa-time.
It is nat difficult to explain how a public figure becomes a myth, since it is invariably due to a
fortuitous congruence of certain qualities in the man that turns him into a symbolic figure in
tha public imagination. Very often the myth becomes an excuse for neglecting the man and
the man an excuse for investing the myth with a sentimental appeal. It is, therafore, necessary
o separate the man from the myth in order that justice may be done toa him-

To be an astute politician and parliamentarian, a distinguished and dedicated minister of
government, an eloquent speaker, a successful Governor and an unflinching champion of the
down-trodden and  under-previleged classes would seem too idealistic to be realisable,
Yet, such is Dr. Channa Reddy, Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, and his present position is
but vet anothet milestone in his distinguished political career spanning over four decades. He
has, indeed, become a myth because, unlike many other politicians, he has not made just a
splash and disappeared, ner does he owe his success tg any tell-tale manipulation of provincial
or regional passions and group loyalties. Even his severest critics—there are quite a few of
them—concede that there is at the base of all his public activity incradible courage, generous
impulses, a fierce hatred of humbug and sham and, above all, a tenacity of purpose that
brooks no interference from any quarter,

Ever since he became General Secretary of Andhra Mahasabha way back in 1942, he has
not locked back; and it became apparent even at that time that Dr. Channa Reddy might be
denied due palitical recognition but could never be ignored.  The qualities of leadership that
have found such an sloquent expression in his political career have created what may be called
the Channa Legend, which has been haunting the conscience of his admirers and detractors
glike. This explains why he has been hailed by the Public at large despite his advocacy of
opposing  attitudes and views, It may seem ironical that one who opposed tooth and nail
the creation of the integrated State of Andhra Pradesh should now lead its government. But
to those who have known the man and who have not fallen under the spell of the myth, it would
not cause any surprise, since Dr. Channa Reddy's principal eoncern has not been and is not with
any particular governmental or administrative set up but with the well-being of his people to
which everything else is subordinated. His charisma, indesd, is no more than his ability 1o
focus public attention on what relates to latent questions of survival or sacurity and has little 1o
do with messianic aura,

Though trained far the medical profession, Dr. Channa Reddy was too restless 1o keep
himself from entering into the pulses and passions of the political life. Balieving that he had a
parl to play in the word of public affairs, he unhesitatingly plunged into its very mainstraam.
What amazes his political opponents is his extraordinary resilience and his uncanny ability to
miake his presence felt even when he iz seemingly espousing a lost cause—be it a separate State
for Telangana or the Congress—I, Their amazement stems from paying too little attention 1o the
man and too much to the myth. Dubbed a stormy petrel fairy early in his political carear, Dr. Channa
Reddy has shown a rare courage to make any sacrifice in the achievement of his objectives,
which in historical retrospect appear impeccable in that they have tendad to promole virtues,
which the people could ignore only at their peril—vitues like self-sacriflice, self-respect and
sense of justice.  His political success has not been “a flash in the pan’ but the outcome of an
agonizing, unremitting struggle for the realisation of what in the ultimate analysis would make for
dignified and progressive living for the people at large. If he has been one of the most mis-
understood men of our time, it is because of the sedulous propagation of the myth, which high-
lights the authoritarian and the ambitious as against the generous and the self-sacrificial that
expresses The man.
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MAN OF RESULTS

K. V. KESHAVULL

= )

A leader should be able not merely to receive change but also anticipate it or
even forocast it. But what distinguishes him most and marks him out from others is his
ability to creata change and, abowve all, to manage it successfully. And chenge not for
its own sake. Dr. Reddy belongs to that category of leader-statesmen for whom change
is, to use Plato’s language, the pursuit of virtue; change that will materially alter the
guality of life. For him change is achievement, results, 8 Promethean passion embracing
every activity, every idea. And, in that passion, every moment for him becomes a life-
time and every milestone vet another challenge.

In this pursuit of change, power to Dr. Reddy is a means for its attainment, not
a goal in itself. If power was an end in itself, Dr. Reddy would not be spending restless
days and nights to achieve results as if time was fast running out, but resting on his
laurels.

This desire to change things for the better has guided his endeavours throughout
his political career. In this pursuit, he has always displayed a highly practical and prag-
matic approach. Ideology has not blinded him, nor theories clouded his wvision. He
asserted recently at a function releasing @ new range of domestic appliances, some of
which are considered items of luxury, “Socialism for me does not mesn distribution of
poverty. In a Socialist state of my dreams, | would like prosperity to reach every home.”
This statement in a way sums up his social and political philosophy, Very few political
leaders would have the courage to meke such categorical statements which can easily be
distorted. Courage, Kennedy has said, is the stuff of which leadership is made. Courage
of conviction, courage to take the leap forward, courage to take two steps backward
when necessary, courage to accept reality, courage to pluck success from failure etc,
Courage in all these meanings. is one of the highlights of Dr. Reddy's character.

This highly pragmatic approach to the affairs of the State and Society may be
described, in respect of its strict discipline, as “the enlightened industrial culture”. Such
culture is associated with objective results, contribution, vardsticks, accountability, quantifi-
cation, costs and benefits, productivity, quality, an open intelligent mind and modernity
of ideas and is reflected in warious fields of activity he i5 concemed with.

Dr. Reddy's greatest contribution as Minister of Industry in the State during 1964-67,
a5 Union Minister of Steel and Mines subsequently, and now as Chief Minister in charge
of industry is not so much in respect of new industries and projects he has helped to
promote, though these are in plenty, but the ‘industrial culture’ that he has fostered
around himself and in the ministries under his charge. This culture is built on the
bed-rock of results and those who have worked with him remember him for this contribution.
Such a culture is bound to be associated with ‘striciness’. That explains Dr. Reddy's
impatience and abhorence for laxity and sloth.

As  a man of results, ha is naturally attracted by quality and effectiveness,
rather than by quantity and numbers. The multiplier effect was possible in small industry
he realised, by encouraging the growth of wnits which would act as catalytic agents
for, there i5 nathing more infectious than an example of success, It is for this reason
that he always, during his tenure as Minister of Industries from 1964-67, laid stress on
growth of ancillaries, industrial estates and intensive industrial promotion campaigns. The
growth of ancillaries, especially around major public sector industries was given a big
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push. In addition to normal industrial estates, co-opsrative and technocrats’ industrail
ostoles were conceived and given shape. One of the most successful imensive industrial
promotion campaigns in the country was implamented during this perisd. This was
practically tha first intensive attempt fo identify feasible projects throughout the State and
locate and persuade enterpreneurs to establish these., Almost 15 years back, this was the
first enterprencurship campaign which swept across the State and it is gratifying that some
of the units which were set up during that time have gained maturity.

It is again because of this stress that the Directorate of Industies was asked 1o
prepare @ number of project profiles based on local potential. Expornt potential Survoys
wore also camied out. A Technical Cell was specially set up in the Directorate of Indus-
tries for this purpose. The Directorate was reorganised with regional offices under senior
officers equipped to render local advice. Industrial Development areas, the nucleii of
today’s Infrastructure Corporation, were extensively developed with full facilities 1o attract
large and medium industries. The major projects located in Hyderabad today, 7e. IDPL
HMT and BHEL were set up during this period. Realising the importance of agro-based
industries, the Agro-Industries Corporation was formed.

Industry ta Dr. Reddy was not a question of adding prestigious units in the State but
an instrument of employment, upgradation of skills and multiplying social benefits, It is
because of the early foundations laid during this period that the State can today boast
of substantial progress in industrial field with 262 medium and large industries with an
investment of RAs 478 crores and employing more than 2 lakh persons.

Thi problem of unemployment, particularly in the old city, drew his special attention
and a number of schemes wera implemented under his guidance. With his elevation as
Chief Minister, this is receiving added attention. This is another proof that his philosphy,
his thinking is basically rooted in the welfare of the people.

The inadequate exploitation of the mineral wealth of the State was a matter of
pain with him and is so even today. He is, therefore, rightly encouraging the growth of
both private and public sector effort to ensure s speedy exploitation without allowing
public sector to sit on rmesources without being in 8 position to exploit them. Thonks to
him, a major project, based on exploitation of bauxite—one of the richest deposits the
country has—is baing located near Visakhapatnam,

It is because of his initiative that the question of Visakhapainam Steel Plant, which
was hanging fire for quite sometime, has now been settled. The Magarjuna Fertilizer
Plant with an investment of 232 crores has also been cleared by the financial institutions.
Andhra Pradesh Industrial Development Corporation and other developmental and promo-
tional agencies and public sector companies have come to be invested with a new zoal
to promole new labour-intensive as well as high-technology industries in the State. The
growth of ancillaries has been given a fresh impetus. In order 10 exploit its extensive
marketing infrastructure, Hyderabad Allwyn has launched an intensive campaign to sponsor
a number of ancillary industries in varipus fields such as domestic appliances, electronics,
maching building, entertainment equipment, light engineering, electrical goods, etc. Plans
are afoot for a second coal-based fertilizer plant in Kothagudem belt. Two large paper
plants are being put up, one at Kumool and another at Bhadrachalam. MNew cement
factories are being promoted. Electronics Development Corporation for promotion of high
technology industries is being set up.

As a creative leader and administrator, he is deeply aware of the imponance of
ofganisation in a large organised society. A properly shaped organisation is the pre-
requisite of successful action and achievement of objectives. One of his most imporant
contributions as Union Minister of Steel and Mines was the rsorganisation of Hindustan
Steel and other major public sector organisations under his control which he set in motion.
For this purpose he visited United Kingdom and studied the steel and coal industry there.

It is once again this industrial mind which makes him seek “resource optimisation”
in avery walk of life. It is a tragedy of our daily life to witness the wastage of resources
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or their sub-optimal utilisation—material, financial, human, elc. Our country would have
achieved many a revolution had we introduced an element of greater discipline in our
resource ulilisation. the discipline of cost eMectiveness. When such laxity begins from
the top, whother in the name of idoclogy or otherwiss, the rot i endless and those
whose duty it is to point out the pitfalls become most subsarvient pariners in Sin It is
therefore fortunate to see that Dr. Reddy not only reflects this attitude in his own thin-
king but demands it of others. In this regard, therefore, he is a builder of modem Govern-
ment.

Productivity I8 a common casuality in our life. While talking of the volume of
production, we often forget the contribution in téerms of unit of input. Pursuit of perodu-
ctivity provides the best means of self-appraisal. But very few in political life have the
courage to allow themselves to be subjected to such discipline. It is gratifying 1o see
a Chief Minister recommending optimisation of resources through cultivation of inter-
spaces between trees in reserve forests, intensive research for increasing the productivity
ol dry lands, water conservation etc. These may appear small things but they disply
the sharpness of the mind of Dr. Reddy who wanis to get the optimum from the minimum
What a transformation can be brought about if such an attitude of mind permeates
every sphere of economic activity and every layer of administration! If powverty has to
be banished from owr country and—quickly—it is this scientific mind that is
in leadership at every level, in every office and factory, every field and home. Dr. Reddy
is richly endowed with such a mind., His omphasis on optimum utilisation of industrial
capacities set up eithor with public or private funds is an extension of the same spiri.
His scheme for extension of bus to every village should be viewed not only as an instru-
ment of providing transport facilities but—what is more important and which only a
leader with economic discipline can see—also of vast social benefit through inter-connection
of markets and production cenwres and its multiplying effect on generating employment
and economic activity. This is another attempt to optimise the use of resources by
bringing out the potential of areas and the people who inhabit them. His proposal 1o
dispose ol extensive temple lands and use the receipts for financing educational pro-
grammes in villages is another example. Here again. his conception is that it is through
education that we can hamess the best of human resources.

The modemity of outlock is displayed in his eagermess to receive and try now
ideas and techniques, He has opened all the windows on the Secretarist—the waditional
bastion of status-quo, with a8 view 1o make it more result-oriented.

In doing this, he has adopted once again the industrial approach of asking external
consultants, Leé., the Administrative Staff College of Hyderabad to look a1 its organisation
and practices. He has encouraged a number of public sector industries to let their organi-
sations be studied by compatent cutside consultants. This éxternal assistance, he belioves,
i not a sign of lack of faith in internal competence but an extension of the thinking
process within, the process of self-appraisal and self-improvement which constantly should
go on in any living ofganisation. N is, on the contrary, 2 sign that it has nothing to
hide and that is prepared to be told what it may have missed to see. Organisations.
Dr. Reddy is aware, tend to inbreed, are ap! to construct walls around themsalves, to
defend and perpetuate themselves and even to delink themselves from the purpose for
which they were onginally created. Organisations are created, Dr. Reddy keeps constantly
reminding, to serve people and it is their changing, dynamic needs and interests that
should gowvern their structure, shaps and pwrpose. And it 1% in the interesi of Thair
creator—ihe people—that fresh breeze of ideas should constantly be blowing across its
doors and windows,

Pursuit of oxcellence is another attribute of leadership, In our mistaken inter-
pretation of egalitarianism we are apt to level eventything down. All great scientific
achievements, discoveries and inventions have been resulis of individual excellence and
merit. The promotion of such individual excellence through selection is not an antithesis
of socialism but is necessary for its success. what is needed, as Dr. Reddy has been
emphasising. is the widening of the base of such selection so that as large & numbes

20

CSR Memorial Foundation

www.CSRMemorialFoundation.org



85 possible can get equal opportunitites for growth, This is the motivation behind his
idea of extending the Public School system to willages. In keeping with this thinking, he
ha_a suggested thal a managerial cadre should be built for management of public sector
units through a process of independent selection.

. Dr. Reddy is & wisionary, a dreamer. This s necessary to be able to do great
things. To have one’s fest on the ground i nol an excuse for not having ones eyes
fixed on the stars. That alone provides a measure of one's challenge and tha worlds
oneé wants to discover or rgach. In owr obsession with realism we may oftan sell our
snuls_ away 1o pettingss. People who may call him impractical should look at the breadth
of his vision. Great things are possible only with visions. Those who do not have
dreams ¢an never achieve big things.

Dr. Reddy is a rare combination of a thinker. a visionary. a manager, an admini-
strator. @ politician, & statesman.  This is what marks him out as the Man of Dastiny.
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Dr. REDDY, AS | SEE HIM

GOPAL RAO EKBOTE

Lear is made by Shakespeare to savy Age f5 wonecessary, And how true it is
in the case of Dr. M. Channa Reddy| He completes his 60th year on the 13th January, 1979 and
yat there are no signs of any decay or decline in his enthusiasm and energy in serving the
people, though a white patch of hair appears on the front part of his head betraying a little
of his age.

Dr. Reddy entered active politics when he was 23 vears old. It was the time when he
was unanimously elected as the General Secratary of Andhra Mahasabha, essentially a paolitical
organisation albeit, in view of peculiar circumstances then prevailing, it had put on the mask
of a socio-cultural organization working for the welfare of Telugu-speaking people of the
erstwhile Hyderabad State.

Frank Collins, in one of his books, says that when any member of a society behaves
unjustly, the balance and its health get disturbed. |t i% restored only when the person, however
high or low. causing injury to the society is punished in one form or the other.  If nobody cares
to come forward to annihilate the social injustice. a person or a group of persons who has social
conscience must consider it his duty to punish the guilty and set right the social imbalance so
caused. To take law into one's own hand is considered sinful and uncivilized, but in extra-
ordimary situations the scciety has 1o organise peaceful resistance with a view to bringing about
a change in the social order,

Andhra, Maharashtra and Karnataka Mahasabhas wera organised to check the misrule of
the Mizam and compel him to allow the three regions and their people to enjoy their social,
cultural, economic and political rights. These three organisations were subsequently merged
into Hyderabad State Congress, a purely political organisation which was banned by the Nizam
befara it actually took its hirth,

True to the axiom that a man is shaped and fashionad by what ha loves, young and vigorous
Dr. Channa Reddy. wha loved politics, moved fast into the political fisld, In 1846, he became
the Secretary of the City Congress Committee. After we obtained our freedom from the Nizam's
tule, Dr. Channa Reddy became a mamber of the Provisional Parliament and served the Con-
gress Parliamentary Party as ong of its whips.,

In the first general elections to the Hyderabad Legislative Assambly in 1952, Dr. Reddy
was elected from Vikarabad Constituency.  He was taken into the first ever popular ministry with
Dr. Burugula Ramakrishnarao as the Chief Minister. He was the youngest minister in
the Cabinet. | joined the cabinet at a late stage and had the occasion to work with Dr.
Channa Reddy in the cabinet and in the Congress Legislature Party. Dr. Reddy efficiently
and successfully handled several portfolios. These were some of his very fabulous achieve-
rmEnts.

In spite of strong opposition and even flying in the face of the recommendations made
by the States Reorganisation Commission, Telangana was merged with Andhra and they together
constituted Andhra Pradesh from the 15t Movember, 1856, S M. Sanpeeva Reddy formed the
first government in Andhra Pradesh in which however, Dr. Channa Reddy could not find a
plece,

The Telangana Regional Committes was, however, constituted. Dr. Channa Reddy took
a wery active part in various sub-committees. He made & perceptible and notable contribution
as chairman of the Development Sub-Committee of the Telangana Regional Committee. |
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had occasion to work with him in several sub-commitiees of Telangana Regional Commitiee.
Mumerous reports présented by the Regional Committes highlighted discriminatory treatment
meted oul to various sections of Telangana people, in spite of several promises and agree-
ments, It loocked as if we had forgoiten the lesson of History that discrimination leads to
frustration and frustration inevitably leads to violence, As a result of the discriminatory
treatment, an unpalatable atmosphere was created. Incendiary articles were written and inflamma-
tory spaeches made in one region were repeated in the other region. The process of stiring
up hatred, suspicion, and fear reached such an extent that it revived the demand for separate
Telangana State in 1969, and its counter production was the agitation camied om in the
Andhra region in 1971 for the establishment of a separate Andhra State.

Although Dr., Channa Reddy had led the separatist movement, he had not lost his
balance in his political thinking. At a time, as was then! prevailing, forbearance and calm
counsels, accompanied by a spirit of fairness and give and take, had to prevail. The leadership
both at the Centre and in the State showed magnanimity and 8 compromise was evolved. As a
result, the integrated Andhra Pradesh State continued. It is, however, difficult to state
whather the process of emotional integration was rightly evolved and its implementation is
taking firm roots in both the regions.

Or. Channa Reddy moved on to the Centre and dealt with an important portfolio like
Steel*and Mines in the Union Government. He subsequently worked as Gowvernor of Lttar
Pradesh. Returning to the state politics, he has now become the Chief Minister of the integrated
Andhra Pradesh. It is really creditable for him to have eamed the goodwill and confidence of
the representatives of both the regions of Andhra Pradesh.

This, in brief, has been the rapidly moving career of Dr. M. Channa Reddy. Much has
been said all these vears and much will certainly be said on the occasion of celebrating his 615t
birth day. of the many achievements in the long course of his public service. One may, however,
dwell for a movement upon one single pervasive quality which he has possessed throughout the
four decades of his political career. It is his tremendous courage. MNever in public affairs
did he shirk from teking the unpopular side, but trusted his faith in the rectitude of his own
convictions. That has bean an integral part of his vigorous nature,

He was, for quite some time, misunderstood by his contemporaries, but has grown in repu-
lation with the years, He is sccessible to everybody and keeps am open mind in all issues.
Recognition of the work of others, courtesy to all who had dealings with him and modesty
conceming his own achievements of some of his enduring qualities which those who know him
will not forget,

The Indian society is casting off its old garments, standards, aims and institutions which
were generally accepted even a generation ago. Old motives are weakening and new forces are
springing up. Anvone who has an insight into the mind of the changing age is vividly conscious
of its restlessness and uncerainity, its dissatisfaction with the existing ecomomic and social
conditions and its vearning for the new social order which is yet to be realised. It is in this
context that one has to look &t the ‘impatience’ or ‘restlessness’ of Dr. Channa Reddy. He has
an uncanny knack of combining knowledge that dalves into the past with a large and free
autlook that would make the past a tributary to service of the present and the futura.

It anly remains for me to wish Dr. Channa Reddy & long and healthy life, with happiness
and honour, Live on for the sake of service to the people. Many problems of great signifcance
still await determined solutions. People need services of persons like Dr. Channa Reddy 1o
better their socio-economic lot. It is said that those who have no past have neither a sense of
rasponsibility nor future. | have no manner of doubt that the future of Dr. M. Channa Reddy
will be worthy of his eloguent past and he will continue to serve our country with devation and
sacrifica.
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LEADER WITH A GOLDEN HEART

V. R. K. PARAMAHAMSA

== —— = - —

When | read in the newspaper that a Committes comprising well-known personalities
has been constituted to felicitate Dr. Marri Channa Reddy on his completing Sixty years, |, a
non-entity in political reckoning, but one who had enjoyed, over the past Thirty years, the
warm friendship of this great son of Andhra Pradesh, thought that | should tell the people of
this country what a gem of a person that Dr. Reddy is in personal relations.

It is said that politicians make friends or foes according to the dictates of their political
opportunities and personal advancement and, in the process, their finer qualities get bluntoed
and they lose their soul in the art of playing politics and politicking. But, Dr. Reddy, by
all accounts, is an exception. In the daily din and dust of political controversies and exchanges
over the past four decades of which he was always at the centre, Dr. Reddy rotaingd his
soul and personality intact. He never appeared any time to hit his political opponents below
the belt. His politics is an open book.

Even in the thick of his political activities, Dr, Reddy never forgot his friends who, he
thought, needed his help to get over their personal difficulties. He always took time off
from his busy official and political schadules—if it was midnight—to drop in at any of his
friend’s house and offer a word of cheer and encouragement in times of need.

Those were the days of Telangana agitation and, as who was leading the movement, he
had no time perhaps even to sit for a while and breathe. | was laid up with a severs
ailment at my residence and desparately needed someone to put courage and hope of survival
in me. Even my close relatives forsoock me and there were anly my mother and wife 10 look
after me. Dr. Reddy somehow, came to know of my plight and, one midnight, straight dashed
to my residence to see how | was and what | needed. As soon as my wife and | saw him,
tears welled from our eyes and we became speechless. He wiped our tears, consoled us, assured
us that | would be all right soon and said he would arrange medical assistance. Next day, in
the moming. we found a group of top doctors in the city, accompanied by his son and wife,
antering our house. The doctors examined me and prescribed several injections and medicines.
Dr. Reddy’s wife and son sensed my agony. They did not say a word, But, in the evening
when the first injection was to be administered to me, there was Dr. Reddy present along with
the doctor lo assure me that nothing would happen and he was always thera to give me
everything. From then on, in spite of his pre-occupations, Dr. Reddy somehow found time
to see me often and watch my progress to normaley.

| could hardly remain in bed for two months when my official chores demanded my
presence in the office. Though | was very weak. the first day | managed to reach my office in
a bus which, of course, was a strenuous one.  As | hardly settled down in my office, there came a
phone call from Dr. Reddy chiding me for not informing him about my having to go to office
and offered his only car to take me to office daily and bring me back. When | feebly pro-
tested, Dr. Reddy rebuked saying “If not now, when else you would use my car? We would
take care of ourselves. The car will go to your house everyday moming with the petro)
put in, you go to your office, keep it till evening, and after returning home, send it back 1o me.”
| utilised his car for nearly two months during which period | knew how much he and his
family members suffered for want of a transport. But neither Dr. Reddy nor his family mambers
felt a thing about it. A sacrifice they made for a persen of no consequence, but a mere friend.

To the misfortune of Andhra Pradesh, the genuine aspirations of the Telangana people
for growth and development were grossy misunderstood and the whole movement, which
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Dr. Reddy was leading. was sought to be discredited. Consequently, it took a violent turn,
a5 always happens with movements of such mass character. As a result, Dr. Reddy and a
few of his associates were taken into custody and lodged in Rajahmundry Central Jail. Even
during the period of his imprisonment, Dr. Reddy did have time not only to think of the sufferings
of the Telangana agitators, but also of the welfare of his friends like me. In a heart-
warming letter from the Jail, Dr. Reddy enquired about my health, what medicines | was taking,
regretted his physical inability to be with me and assured me that though he was in the Jail at
a distant place, his thoughts were always with me, Such was the consideration that Dr. Reddy
has for his friends.

Itis indeed a happy event that the Shashtiabdipoorthi of this man with a golden heart is
being organised and my wife and | offer a thousand prayers to the Almighty to give him a
long and healthy life so that he would not only serve the political cause he has taken up, but
also remain a source of succour to his friends.
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A PEOPLE'S GOVERNOR

MALLIKARJUN

Traditionally, the office of Gowvernor is taken to be rather quiet and sedate-the
Governor being looked upon as a figure-head whosa main role is ceremonial in character.
Many of those who had known Dr. M. Channa Reddy wonderad how a person as active as ha
always is would fit into an office of this nature. But Dr. M. Channa Reddy, who was swom in
as Governor of Uttar Pradesh on the auspicious Vijayadasami day in 1974, had himsalf a very
clear idea of his role and the type of Governor he was going to be.

Dr. M. Channa Reddy was not an unknown person in the national political scene.
Pecple all over the country had heard of his dynamic and dashing leadership of the separate
Telangana movement and of his vast administrative experience as a Minister in Andhra Pradesh
and as Minister for Steel and Mines at the Centre. He was, incidentally, the youngest
incumbent of this gubematorial office of the biggest state in the country, after independence.

In his message to the people of Uttar Pradesh, after being swom in as Governor,
Dr. Reddy said: “As the first citizen of the State, | shall do my very best to serve the people of
the State,..... ", In the three years of his tenure as Governor, he gave full testimony both,
in word and deed, to what he meant by this.

Uttar Pradesh, according to Dr. Reddy, represents the soul of India. The size of the State
is 0 overwhelming that not many of the politicians and administrators of the state were brave
enough to visit the entire width and breadth of it. This did not deter Dr. Reddy. Unmindful
of the problems of transport, he undertook the long and arducus journeys to the nooks and
corners of the State within the very first year of assumption of office. This was the first time that a
Governor had imposed on himself such a physically exhaustive assignment. Travelling day and
night, e would begin his day at 7 O'clock in the morming and would return only in the early
hours of the next morning. Im 8 way, his programmes and visilts were round the clock and he
had a keen eye to every detail of what was happening in the places he visited. This endea-
red him to the people and they poured out thair beart to him.  In every function that he attended
and meetings addressed, he left a lasting impression of full involvement in the life of the
people. Be it a prize distribution ceremony or a visit to the Ghats or temples of Varanasi, or
a function of the Rotary or Lions' Club, or a dialogue with students, teachers and officials
aor a visil to a school or o an industry of to a village, Dr. Reddy had always new ideas which
manifasted new dimensions of his personality and wversatility. On all such occasions, wvery
much wnlike a Governar, Dr. Reddy assiduously took notes of the grievances of the people and,
on his return to the State capital sent appropriata notes to the concernad departments of the state
government. He did not remain content with this; he always kept 8 watch on how expedi-
tiously the grievances were redressed by the government. He always demanded information
from the government on these matters. He would assert that this was not interference.
He felt, as the first citizen of the state, that it was his duty to hear the grievances of the citizens
and they had a right to expect redressal when they represented to their Governor, These
visits of Dr. Reddy to different parts of the state and the intimate contacts he developed with the
people made them aware of the real role of a Governor.  His personal character and courage
of conviction became widely known in different parts of the state, As a result, the people's
esteemn for Dr. Reddy was so overwhelming that in the second year of his office, his office
was flooded with invitations from different parts of the state to visit them a second time.
His involvement in people’s problems and his anxiety to find solutions to them was unparalleled.

As Chancellor, he provided unique leadership to the 17 universities in the state. Meetings
with the wvice-chancellors of the universities became a regular feature. Both the teachers
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and thi students found in him a frend who was always willing 1o look into all their difficulties.
He streamlined the process of selection of university teachers and minimised the chances
of nepotism in the matter of such selections. It was widely known that every appeal or represen-
tation against any selection was personally looked into in detail by the Chancellor himsalf,

The voluntary organisations in the state found in Dr. Reddy a true friend and patron of
their activities. He wanted voluntary organisations to take oné or two concrete programmes
which would make an impact on the society as a whole. He felt aghast at the fact that people
had to buy blood in hospitals. He wanted the Red Cross to make it its sole objective to provide
blood free of cost to the needy. In a philosophic mood he would exhort “a race becomes really
great when individuals are prepared to shed blood for its survival”. Many voluntary organi-
sations responded to his call and there were quite a few districts where blood banks were
openad at their initiative,

As a lover of childron, Dr. Reddy was always keen for more vigorous attention to
building character of children from an early age. He felt that ordinarily in schools it was not
possibla to provide all the facilities which a child might require for development of its potential
and aptitude. He strongly advocated, therefore, the programme of setting up Bal Bhavans
all over the state to provide such facilities. “Let the child have the environment 1o development
what it wanis; then alone it would get the confidence to come forward boldly and make its
contribution 1o the entire sociely™. he always asserted. He appealed to the exhibition societies
in the districts 1o have a 8af Bhavan attached 1o them. The schema was started in the state with
his blessings.

Being deeply religious, Dr. Reddy was appalled to see the condition of the temple of
Vishwanath in Yaranasi and the dirty surroundings and its slovenly upkeep. He took an oath
not to visit the temple again unless he had done something positive to see that the management
of the temples in the state was organised on a rational basis. He was of the view that the
devotees should have all the necessary facilities to visit the temple and feel the awe-inspiring
presence of Vishwanathyi, and their devotion was manifested in their deeds and character, He
conveyed his views to the state government and prapared a draft bill for the better manage-
ment of the Charitable Institutions and Hindu Religious Endowmants,

Dr. Reddy's rich administrative abilities came into full play in Utter Pradesh when the
reins of administration coame into his hands consequent on the imposition of President’s Rule in
December, 1975 which lasted 55 days. These 55 days saw a sea of change in the adminstration
of the state. When the President’s rule was terminated, the Lucknow-based newspaper Pioneer,
paid handsome complements to Dr. Reddy’s handling of the affairs of the siate thus:

"GOVERNORS ceased to be “prancing proconsuls'—as Lord Hailey described
the breed—with the advent of Independence. The constitutional limitations on their
powers incline many poople to the belief that the office is one mainly of ceremonial and
dignity and that outside its social obligations. there is very little to do. This is taking too
narmow and technical view of the matter. Much depends on the calibre of the person
helding this high office. There is, however. no denying that the ability and integrity of
the Rajyapal aré fully tested when he has to bear the sole responsibility of administration
after the State comes under President’s rule. Uttar Pradesh has been no stranger to this
kind of interregnum. Without in any way detracting from the ability and worth of Rajyapal,
Reddy's predecessors in office, it should be placed on record, that never was so much
done for S0 many in such a short time at the instance of a single individual.

“Dr. Channa Reddy, it is common knowledge, came into a difficult legacy when
the largest unit in the Indian Union with a population exceeding 90 million came under
Presidents rulé on MNovember 30 last. The Ministry had prepared an admirable blueprint
where the programme was concerned; what was grievously lacking was its speedy and
effective implementation. Reddy stepped in to supply the vigour and drive needed 1o
galvanise the administration. With his uneming finger on the pulse of the State, he
evolved—or should we say prescribed 7—a time-bound programme for a complete face-lift
of Uttar Pradesh. He concentrated first on streamlining and shoring up the administration,
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which  must necessanly be the instrument for implementing the 20-point programme
prasented to the Nation by the Prime Minister.

"The Rajyapal got this 20-point programme nailed, figuratively speaking of course,
on the masthead of the Ship of State the day he took charge and started giving orders
from the captain's deck. His order of the day to the Secretaries of the wvarous depart-
mants and others in the higher echelons in the services was to get the feel of the
people and their problems, sheer through vards of red tape, chop off all the dead-wood
in the wvarious depariments and nurse the people at the grassroot level. The tempo of
work and the dizposal of files were accelerated not so much by the Rajyapal’s judicious
usa of the big stick as well by the camot of incentive as by his own personal example
and dedication to hard work. Even his detractors—no person i worth anything f he
has no opponenis and critics—grudingly admit that “he worked like a galley slave™ for
15 ta 16 hours a day.

“It i5 no mean achievement 1Fet wurder Dr. Reddy's inspiring guidance the
Augean stables’ of the Secretanat have been cleared and cleaned within six  weeks,
Cultivators and farmers have been his first concern,  They will benefit most by his
sterling work in the sphere of distribution of land and house sites. The wieaker sections
have benefited similarly from the implementation of his stern directives in their favour.
His relentless drive against profiteers, hoarders and other comupt elaments is reflected in
the marked improvement in the distribution system and the very welcome fall in commodity
prices. In the sphere of education he blazed a new wail by mooting the idea of a
University Service Commission at the Vice-Chancellors’ Conference. The law and order
situation which was at the point of caving in when he took owver, has undergone a
sea-change for the better.

“Apart from the administrative and Gowernmental affairs, Rajyapal Reddy, despite his
multifarious duties, he continued 1o take an active and deep interest in art, literature,
sport and in other cultural and social activities. All this is being said not to lay it
thick on Rajyapal Reddy bul to put the record straight on the eve of the restoration of
popular ministry in the State. Reddy has had his innings, scoring quite a few sixas,
and now that be is refurning to the pawvilion with bat in hanmd, it is only fair (0 salute
him with the greeting: “Well done 1"

Tha deap imsights that Dr. Reddy developed as & minister for a number of years in
his home state of Andhra Pradesh has left him with a8 deep conviction that the Revenue
Dapartment in the states, —for historical and other reasons, constitute the backbone of the state
administration and, amongst the officers, those at the distnct level carried on their shoulders the
burden of administration. He often recounted the powerful position which the Board of Revenue
enjoyed in the southern states and also the way in which administration at the distict level
had been strengthened there. On the other hand, the Board of Revenue in Uttar Pradesh,
he felt, hardly enjoyed any comparable status,  The institution of Commissioners did not exist
in the southern states, Dr. Reddy was aware of the factors distinguishing Uttar Pradesh, from
others, but humourgusly referred to them as "cows without milk”. He also felt that, in many
respects, the administration at the district level in the state rested on very fragile crutches. He
did not hide his feelings about the growth of departments and personnel in the true fashion of
Parkinson's law when he remarked that the entire administrative structure in the state was a
veritable pyramid without a foundation. He was keen to remedy the situation as best as he could
within the existing framework, and lost no time in taking several decisions of far-reaching
character, His first major decision was to bring the work relating 1o consolidation of land under
the purview of the Board of Revenue. The work relating to consolidation of holdings had been
initiated in the state more than two decades ago under the administrative supervision of the
Consolidation Commissionar who worked directly under the state government. The result was
that, very often, this importamt programme of land reform suffered from undue interference
from the state government. The Board of Revenue, on the other hand, had a certain autono-
mous structure and since that was the continuing body for the maintenance of land records, the
decision of Dr. Reddy to transfer this work to the Board of Revenue was widely welcomed all
over the state. He also wanted the Board of Revenue to act as the main agency for coordi-
nating the collection of all taxes within the state. He also brought about greater decentrali-
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sation and devolution of the judicial functions of the Board of Revenue through a number of
measures, He devolved the administrative powers of the Board of Revenue on the Divisional
Commissioners. Working downwards, Dr. Reddy's immediate objective was to strengthen the
administration at the district level,

Dr. Reddy often referred 1o the fact that after the achievemant of independence, the
core of admimstration at the grassroots had suffered from neglect. The administrative pandits
had tried to differentiate between regulatory and developmental administration. Though the latter
was the bedrock of administration in the past it now got branded as a colonial antiquity and
an obsolete institution.  The result was that in bringing about a change in the administration,
the tendency was more in terms of developing a new hierarchical structure which was axpected
to respond better to the requirements of a development administration. The Revenue Depart-
ment, the judiciary and the police were not given as much attention as was showered on the
departments dealing with community development, social reforms, etc.  MNew buildings were
constructed for the latter departments and also accommodation provided for the staff. On the
other hand, adequate attention had not been paid to the people, and upkeep of the old
departments and their infrasiruciure, Again, in the matter of training, the traditional depart-
ments had been badly nelgected. Dr. Reddy often repeated that this situation had been
reached only due to incomect understanding of the real implications and role of development
administration. According to him, it was the core administration which, with proper orienta-
tion, should have been strengthened further to meet the new challenges. Efficiency alone
had been the prme factor in administrative thinking. The basic approach now required
change. Administration had to be reoriented to go to the masses and not wice-verss as of yore,
To achieve this objective, Dr. Reddy, a great visionary, had a number of measures initiated
which infused a new life inte the administration of the state.

The tenure of Dr. Reddy as Governor of Uttar Pradesh, though short, has left a deep
and abiding impression on the high and the low, and they cherish their contact with him for a

long long time (o come.
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THE HOPE OF ThHE PEQOPLE

C. NARASIMHAM

“The only question that a fover of India and humanity hag to address himself. iz how
best to devise practical means of alleviating Indix's wretchedness and misery”—GANDHI.

India’s Five-Year Plans had aroused considerable interest all over the world because
of the attempt to camy out planned economic development in o political set-up based on
parliamentary democracy within a federal structure, and that too in a country of continental
dimensions and having a level of national income that was one of the lowest in the world.
The Planning Commission, the principal instrument for devising Indian Plans and the planning
machingry in the States have become one of the major topics of public thinking and dis-
cussion in India. As a result. the Planning Commission and the State Planning Bodies have
alzo come 1o receive special focus in public debates. The discussion and evaluation have
ranged all the way from fultomo praise o sovers condemnation.

In 1936, the Planning Commission was still considering how best the problem of
planning in a federal sot-up for the whole country should be solved and how the consent and
cooperation of both the Central and the state governments should be secured. The solution
offered was to establish the National Development Council. When Dr. Channa Reddy
became Planning Minister of Andhra Pradesh in 1962, the Planning Commission did not yet
fully evolve its systoms for national planning.

When he took over Planning and Panchayati Raj Department, he brought to bear upon it
his undoubted knowledge and practical experience of administration as minister in the erstwhile
Government of Hyderabad, particularly in the fields of Planning, agriculture, rural development,
etc, He had the unique experience of implemanting in the very early stages, the community develop-
ment programmes launched for the integrated development of villages. At 44, he was young,
energetic and bursting with enthusiasm to change the face of rural India, to use the words of Pandit
Nehru who swore by this movement. Dr. Reddy's prodigious memory and amazing knowledge
of the conditions then oblaining in the state stood him in good stead. It was not, therefore,
surprising that he proved a conspicuous success as Minister for Planning and Panchayati Raj.

The basic objective ol our Plans has always boen 1o eliminate poverty. This was
recognised éven on the day when we became independent. In his historic speech at the mid-
night ceremany on the 14th of August, 1947, Pandit Nehru said: “The future is not one of ease
or resting but of incessant striving so that we may fulfil the pledges we have so often taken and
the one we shall take today. The serdice of India means the service of the millions who are
suffering. It means the ending of poverty, ignorance and disease, and inequality of oppor-
tunity. The ambition of the greatest man of our gendration has been to wipe out every tear
from every éye. That may be beyond us. Bul as long as there are tears and suffering, our
work will not be over.” The same objective has been repaeated in successive Plan documeants.

Dr. Channa Reddy was well aware of this main objective and constantly referred to the
rasolution adopted by Parliament at the instance of Pandit Nehru in Decombar, 1954, which said
that India should move towards a socialist pattern of society. The meaning of this was spsh
out in the Second Five Year Plan published in 1956. It was made clear that there must nat only
be an increase in the national income and employment, but also greater equality in individual
incomes and wealth. The benefits of economic development must accrue more and more 1o
the relatively less privileged classes of society and there should be progressive reduction in the
concentration of incomes., wealth and economic power. In the formulation of the State
Plans Dr. Channa Reddy was mainly guided by the national objectives. His one passion was
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